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Campus Mourns Passing of Father Smith

Working for a Cause
by

Providence College Archives

The PC community remembers Philip A. Smith, O.P., who passed away on Sunday after undergoing routine surgery.
by

Melissa Silvanic ’08
News Staff

On Sunday, November 4, the
Providence College community was sad
dened to hear of the passing of Reverend
Philip A. Smith, O.P., ’63, the 11th presi
dent of the College.
“Father Smith died unex
CAMPUS
NEWS pectedly early on Sunday
afternoon at Rhode Island
Hospital, surrounded by close friends and
members of the Dominican family. He was
recuperating there following routine surgery
that took place earlier in the week,” said Rev.
Brian J. Shanley O.P., president of
Providence College in a campus-wide e-mail.
As president from 1994 to 2005, Father
Smith led PC through many important
years of change and success. Father Smith
succeeded in raising the school’s academic
level, expanding the campus, and creating
a more unique and comprehensive faculty.
“I know that he was particularly grat
ified to oversee the building of St.
Dominic Chapel, a dream that the
College had long deferred. Father

Smith’s legacy is one that we will
always treasure and never forget,” said
Father Shanley.
Father Smith was bom on September 6,
1933, in Charlottetown, Prince Edward
Island, Canada. Before moving to the United
States in 1959, Father Smith was educated in
a one-room schoolhouse for grades one
through 10 and graduated high school from
St. Dunston’s School in Charlottetown.
“He was a man of many sides. He
was a common man who could relate to
anybody at any level. He was always
gracious. He took personal interest in
anybody. He loved people. He was the
real thing,” said Rev. Terence Keegan,
O.P., professor of Theology and a close
friend of Father Smith.
Father Keegan lived in the same
building as Father Smith and entered the
Dominican Order in the same year.
Father Smith and Father Keegan were
ordained together and eventually
worked at PC for most of their lives.
Father Keegan was Father Smith’s exec
utive vice president during Father
Smith’s 11 years as PC’s president.

“Father Smith came from a very humble
background. He was born on a farm on
Prince Edward Island and he knew he
would have to pursue his education
because he was a man of extraordinary
intelligence,” said Father Keegan. “He
realized God was calling him to become a
Dominican and he also realized his talent
as a teacher and as an administrator.”
In 1961, Father Smith entered the
Dominican Order at Province of St. Joseph
at St. Joseph Priory in Somerset, Ohio. In
1968, he became a Roman Catholic priest
at Washington, D.C.’s St. Dominic Church.
Father Smith earned his B.A. from
Providence College in 1963 and earned a
master’s degree in philosophy from St.
Stephen’s College in Dover, Mass. He also
earned his bachelor of sacred theology,
licentiate of sacred theology, and lectorate
of sacred theology degrees from the
College of the Immaculate Conception,
along with a Ph.D. in philosophy and reli
gion from Drew University.
Along with these impressive accom
plishments, in 2005, Father Smith was rec
ognized with honorary degrees from
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Rick Kurker’09
News Staff

The Rhode Island Standard Need
Report, issued by the Poverty Institute,
indicated that monthly expenses are
$3,993 for a single-parent family and
$4,352 for a two-parent
CAMPUS family. Full-time cleaners
NEWS at Providence College
make $2,137 per month,
almost $2,000 less than what the Poverty
Institute deems as sufficient. To combat
this gap, several members of Amnesty
International at Providence College have
organized a petition to help increase the
pay of Hurley workers at PC.
Aimee Audette ’09 is an active member
of Amnesty International as well as a
member of the Student Labor Alliance, a
newly formed student group that currently
operates under Providence College’s
Amnesty International chapter.
“Our purpose is to ameliorate social
justice issues on campus with a focus on
workers’ rights,” Audette said. “Our
main concern right now are the contract
negotiations between the Hurley of
America Corporation and their janitorial
staff. Our primary goal is to help the
Hurley workers on campus obtain better
working conditions.”
According to Audette, several members
of Amnesty International were alerted
about the situation the Hurley workers
were enduring through their connections
with the broader activist community.
Audette said the sincerity, hard work, and
love for PC displayed by the Hurley work
ers, along with their personal stories, moti
vated her and several others to act on the
tip and try to help them out.
Audette said that many of the custodi
al workers have been working at PC for
10 to 20 years, despite their low wages
and heavy workload. According to
Audette, one employee told her the best
part of her job is knowing that she is
helping to make “this strange place” feel
like home for its students. Thus, even
though the workers have had to struggle
constantly to make ends meet, Audette
said they touched her heart.
“Their enthusiasm and love for our
school touched us deeply on a personal
level,” Audette said.
Audette noted that the contract
between the janitorial staff and the
Hurley of America Corporation is, at
this time, being negotiated.
“The employees are asking for higher
wages and smaller workloads,” Audette said.
“Full-time cleaners make $11.43 an hour.”
HURLEY/Page 5

Students Rally Against Budget Cuts
Mike Springer ’08
News Editor
Fighting the frigid fall air, assistant
social work professor Susan Grossman
Ph.D., and all the students from her
Community and Political Practice class
attended a rally in
Cranston on Wednesday,
POLITICS Nov.
7,
to protest
Governor Donald L.
Carcieri’s
budget
cuts
to
DCYF(Department of Children, Youths
& Families).
The event lasted from 3:30 p.m. to 5:00
p.m. and involved protesters from SEIU
and AFSCME (American Federation of
State, County, and Municipal Employees)
who gathered in Cranston for the rally.
“These cuts made by the governor have
drastically cut the quality of service that
by

social workers can provide their clients,”
said Grossman. “And these students who
will be beginning their service in this line
of work will be greatly impacted by these
cuts.”
The rally was organized by SEIU
(Service Employees International Union)
and was held in front of the Forand
Building on New London Ave.
Social work student Lauren Annicelli
’09 said that she saw the protest as a great
opportunity to make people aware of what
is going on in Rhode Island.
“I think that this rally is important because
it will help generate media for our cause and
help get the message out so that Rhode Island
citizens will be aware of what’s going on,”
said Annicelli.
Annicelli expounded further and said she
BUDGET CUTS/Page 3
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Celtic Fest Jigs the Night Away

PC students looking to get in touch with
their Irish roots headed to McPhail’s on
Friday, Nov. 2, for Providence College’s
first Celtic Festival, in McPhail’s. The
event lasted from 8:00 pm to 10:00 pm and
was sponsored by the BOP.
BOP member Kat Story ’09 said that she
saw a large turnout at Celtic Fest, which
she attributed to Providence College’s con
siderable Irish demographic.
“There’s such a large Irish culture that
we wanted to educate people on the culture
of the school,” said Story.
The festival featured traditional Irish
dancers and Irish food and gave attendees
the opportunity to create their own festive
bracelet, design a pot, and plant a sham
rock. The Irish dancing was provided by
Providence’s own Irish Dancing Club.
McPhail’s underwent a few changes to
fit in with the theme of the night. Instead
of projecting a sports game on the big
screen like usual, the screen instead
relayed random Irish trivia intermixed
with photographs of the country.
Traditional Irish music was played.
Green, white, and orange balloons, depict
ing the colors of the Irish flag, decorated
McPhail’s to add to the festive atmosphere.
The event gave Irish students, who nor
mally only get a chance to celebrate their
Irish culture on St. Patrick’s Day, another
chance to honor their roots.
“We wanted an Irish theme in the fall
because Saint Patrick’s Day is not until
March,” said BOP member Kate
Crawford ’09.
Interest in a Celtic Festival in the fall
was not merely limited to PC students.
Many other people from around the area
also enjoyed themselves at the festival.
“We’re really proud of our Irish heritage
and wanted to celebrate it at PC,” said
Bridget Sullivan ’10.
With the success of the event, the
BOP is tentatively planning to sponsor

the event again next year. In a testament
to the pull of the Celtic Festival, the fair
also attracted non-Irish students who
said that they saw the event as a way to
experience Irish culture.
“As a Portuguese [student] I wanted to
experience Irish culture,” said Andre
Piedade ’09.
Though there was no live music, the fes
tival was received with open arms by the
fairly diverse crowd it attracted.
—Conor Ferguson ’10
Middle East Bazaar a Blast

On Thursday, Nov. 1, McPhail’s hosted
the Middle Eastern Bazaar from 8:00 p.m.
to 9:30 p.m. Sponsored by Middle
Eastern Student Association (MESA), the
bazaar featured an assortment of games,
raffles, music, and dancing.
Over the constant beat of “Lebanon’s
Britney Spears,” attendees helped them
selves to tabbouleh, hummus, and various
other treats from Marco’s Pizza and
Mediterranean Cuisine. Students sat at
Middle Eastern-decorated tables where
they could play different card games as
instructed by the MESA club members.
The bazaar was an attempt by the
MESA club to assert a positive view of
Middle Eastern culture, particularly that
of Lebanon.
MESA members also hoped to promote
their club as one that is fun, educational,
and active on campus.
President Nora Yousif ’09 said, “We
thought it would be fun to do something
exciting and different.”
One of the different activities that stu
dents experienced at the bazaar was a hula
hoop contest on the dance floor which is
common, fun Middle Eastern activity.
The chance to experience different Middle
Eastern food also played a factor in some stu
dents’ decisions to attend the bazaar.
“I always thought the culture was inter
esting and never knew much about it, so I
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thought maybe I’d learn something
tonight,” said Jeff Anderson ’ll.
Members of MESA walked around to
the different tables with a basket full of
cultural questions, varying in difficulty, in
an effort to spread knowledge on Middle
Eastern culture. The prize for correctly
answering correctly was a can of Rock Star
energy drink.
Some members of MESA said that they
saw this event as a good way to educate the
PC community about the Middle East and
its culture.
“I think it’s good to come out to the
different cultural activities,” MESA
member Giselle Youssef ’ll. “A lot of
people don’t take advantage of the dif
ferent things on campus.”
—Kylie Lacey ’ll
Everyone Has a Story

A small group of Providence College
students gathered together for “Everybody
Has a Story,” Nov. 6 in Moore Hall I.
Students in attendance were encouraged to
share their stories involving cancer.
Katie Jensen ’10, chair of Colleges
Against Cancer, organized the event for
students. She was concerned about the
event being moved indoors due to
inclement weather from its previous loca
tion, lower quad.
“I was really surprised at how intimate it
was,” said Jensen. “It was very powerful.”
Rev. Thomas Ertle, O.P., started the
evening with his own story of cancer and a
prayer. Ertle has been in remission for
three years and offered advice to those fac
ing the experience.
“Don’t be frightened,” said Ertle.
“Don’t be discouraged.”
He instead encouraged students to
take a battle with cancer as an opportu
nity to develop deeper relationships
with God and friends.
“We find encouragement and solidarity
through friendship,” said Ertle.

He concluded his story and words of
encouragement to others with a reference
to a letter from St. Paul and a prayer for
peace by St. Francis de Sales.
Jensen then shared her own emotional
story of her father’s battle with cancer and
its effect on her. After her story, students
came to the microphone, one by one, and
shared their own experiences with cancer.
Nick Volpe ’08, was the first student to
share his story. He talked about his fight
against a rare form of bone cancer when he
was a freshman in high school. He also
talked about the ignorance of pain until his
experience with cancer.
“The part that exposed me to real suffer
ing was the kids in the hospital,” said
Volpe. “They inspire me because I believe
that they’ve experienced such a fulfilled
life in five or however many years. It real
ly puts your life in perspective.”
He was greatly appreciative of all the
students who came to share their stories
and show support for their fellow students.
“The biggest thing that helped me was
support,” said Volpe.
After Volpe’s story, inspired students
took the microphone and told their stories
about best friends, grandparents, family
friends, and family members. Jensen
attempted to end the evening, but was
stopped by students who at the last minute
found the courage to tell their own stories
of survival and loved ones stories.
“I think it’s a good event,” said Chris
Traester ’09. “My roommate is speaking so
we’re here for support.”
Students continued to stay and talk to
each other after the event to show their
support for each other.
—Devin Murphy ’10
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Accuracy Watch

The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes into
print to ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. Ifyou find an
error in any article, please e-mail the editor at thecowl@providence.edu.
Corrections will be printed as necessary’ on page 2.

SECOND ANNUAL HARVEST OF HOPE: A FOOD DRIVE TO BENEFIT MARY HOUSE
NOVEMBER lstto 15th, 200?

Please join the Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs, in collaboration with Campus Ministry
and the Feinstein Institute, in our 2nd Annual Harvest o f Hope as we collect donations for Mary House

food pantry. Since 1974, Mary House has been striving to provide nutritious food to low income families
and individuals in the Smith Hill area. Mary House is affiliated with St. Patrick's Soup Kitchen. Donatioi
of non-perishable food items may be dropped off in Harkins Hall (Room 208), the lower level of St.

DominicChapel,ortheFeinsteinAcademicCenter(Room402). Ifyouhaveanyquestionsorwouldlikea

list of the most requested items, please contact Alyssa at 865 -2195 or aneubeck@providence.edu.
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Are Gays and Lesbians Welcomed by the Catholic Church?
Devin Murphy ’10
Asst. News Editor

by

Rev. Joseph Guido, O.P., vice president
of mission and ministry, gave a lecture
entitled, “A Disputed Question: Are Gay
and Lesbian People Welcome in the
Catholic Church?” The
lecture was held in the
CAMPUS Center for Catholic and
NEWS Dominican studies on
Wednesday Nov. 7 at 12:00
p.m. and again at 7:00 p.m. The lecture
was designed to more dedicated to discus
sion with students and answering students’
questions about gay and lesbian accept
ance in the Catholic Church.
Father Guido originally planned to give
the lecture during the spring 2007 semes
ter. He felt that the local issues in New
England, such as Massachusetts’ decision
to legalize gay marriage, and the accept
ance of those marriages in Rhode Island
were pertinent to the question raised by the
lecture. However, he was unable to due to
a stomach flu illness.
Father Guido began the afternoon lec
ture with a short prayer for Rev. Philip
A. Smith, O.P., former president of
Providence College.
Guido decided to approach the discussion
from the stance of a priest and not a psychol
ogist or from any other point of view.
“I’m not a moral theologian and I’m not
a philosopher, and I’m not a biologist,”
said Father Guido.
He prefaced his presentation with statis
tics concerning young gay and lesbian
people. According to Guido, they are twice
as likely to commit suicide as straight
young people. He attributed this fact to
their desperate uninet need for recognition
and acceptance, not only in the religious
community, but in society as a whole.
His experiences while working with
gay and lesbian people have greatly
influenced and him and inspired him to
give this speech.
Guido ultimately decided the answer to
the disputed question: are gay and lesbian
people welcome in the church, is yes.
However, he emphasized that this answer
is not known by many people.
He summarized uncertainty of gay and
lesbian people’s roles in the church as due
to a miscommunication which is wide
spread, especially amongst young people
who maybe experimenting with their sexu-

Todd Page ’08/The Cowl

PC students packed into the Center for Catholic and Dominican studies to hear
Rev. Joseph Guido, O.P., lecture on where gays and lesbians fit in the Church.

ality. He summarized this miscommunica
tion with a quote from Hamlet.
‘“By indirections find directions out,”’
said Father Guido.
According to Guido, many people come
to the conclusion that being gay and being
Catholic are “incompatible.” This is con
clusion is echoed by some PC students.
“I am definitely under the impression
that the Church doesn’t accept homosexu
ality in any instance or any form, and [that]
leads to the question of why homosexuals
would be interested in Catholicism,” said
Lindsay Palazzi ’10. “And though it’s not
every representative, it sends mixed sig
nals when certain priests engage in samesex molestations.”
“I’ve never heard a priest say gay
people are sinners, but I think the
Catholic Church sees it as unnatural,”
said Alex Marriot ’08.
In his lecture, Guido spoke about Church
teachings on homosexuality. He said that
homosexual activities are considered
“intrinsically disordered,” and “not a com
plimentary union.” Fr. Guido countered
these teachings by emphasizing that there is
a difference between homosexual acts and
people who are homosexual. Guido said that
gay and lesbian people deserve to be treated

kindly and with respect.
According to Father Guido, all sexual
acts can be considered unholy and sinful if
they do not contain both eros—self giving
love, and agape—selfless love.
“Homosexual persons are no different
from straight persons,” said Father Guido.
“Eros of homosexual love must be trans
formed by agape.”
He went on to say that eros must be
infused with agape in seeking the love of
one that a person is attracted to another and
presumably in love with that person. Only
with the combination of those two things
will a person be enabled to seek the good
of God.
Father Guido also focused on young
people and adolescents and the ques
tions they might have about what it is to
be gay. He referenced a study conducted
by the University of Chicago. According
to the study, 2.8% of males identify
themselves as gay and 1.8% of females
identify themselves as gay. However,
90% of males and 48% of females
admitted to having same-sex contact at
some point during their sexual explo
ration, mostly during adolescence.
“Sexuality assumes different forms at
different times, in different contexts,” said
Father Guido.

He argued that “age matters.”
Adolescents are going through a period of
self-discovery. He used choosing a college
major as an analogy. A student may change
majors very rapidly and feel very anxious
about choosing a major and a career path.
Sometimes a student may stop his or her
development and just choose a major and a
career path to avoid having to deal with the
anxiety of maturing and understanding
what he or she wants.
According to Father Guido, this stage in an
adolescent’s life is referred to as the morato
rium. This is the phase in adolescents’ lives
when they are exploring themselves, and it is
a necessary and healthy phase. It can also
cause anxiety and a premature foreclosure of
personal growth. Therefore, adolescents can
“prematurely foreclose their sexual identity,”
which can lead to difficulties not unlike mid
life crises.
During the question-and-answer ses
sion, he explained that this is what
affected most priests who “violated”
children and other young people. Many
priests, after 10 years or maybe more in
the ministry, were undergoing identity
crises because they had prematurely
stopped their sexual growth.
Another question posed during the
question-and-answer session concerned a
document excluding gay candidates from
the seminary.
“Frankly, I think it’s a pretty dumb doc
ument,” said Father Guido.
He explained that being a sexually
inactive heterosexual male and a sexual
ly inactive homosexual takes the same
amount of self restraint and ability. He
noted that life in the Church requires a
priest to be heterosexual.
After the formal lecture was over,
Father Guido continued to answer the
questions of attendees.
“I love the notion of the whole person
and there’s a process in all our lives of
purification and who we’re supposed to be
in God’s eyes,” said Joan Lamar of the
Media Relations office. “Our sexuality is
just one part of who are. That’s how I try to
look at all my friends and family.”
“If you’re struggling with this issue, talk
to someone you can trust, who cares, and
who is informed,” said Father Guido.
“Christ chooses everyone to be with him,
and everyone who accepts that choice is
transformed by it.”

Budget Cuts: Students Make Their Voices Heard At Rally In Cranston
continued from front page

saw the budget cuts as something that
would be detrimental to Rhode Island’s
social work system, and would further put
people at risk, especially those that need
the help the most.
“More job cuts mean an increase in case
loads for social workers, who already have
heavy case loads, which will lead to more
neglect and abuse because the people that
need someone to defend them won’t have
those people there,” said Annicelli.
Andrea Delage, who was at the rally to
show her support for SEIU members, also
shared the concern that these budget cuts
would hurt those who need DCYF the most.
“It’s going to be horrendous because the
people weren’t getting the services that
they needed before this and with these
cuts, they will be worse off than they
already are,” said Delage.
Social work student Katie Paolella ’09
said that she saw the budget cuts as some
thing that would directly affect her fellow
classmates, and the people that they would
be trying to help as social workers.
“These budget cuts will directly affect us
and our future jobs by hurting the people that
we will be trying to help,” said Paolella “For
instance, once our clients reach the age of 18
they will no longer be eligible to receive serv
ices from DCYF even if they really need
them and that’s unfair.”
Each of Grossman’s students were
responsible for different tasks during the
rally such as organizing transportation for
students, making flyers to advertise the
rally, and making signs to protest the budg
et cuts.
Students such as Adriana Okwara ’09

Whitney Henderson ’09/The Cowl

PC juniors Katie Paolella and Courtney Dillon along with sophomore Michelle
Larkan showed their support for SEIU workers in Cranston on Wednesday.

made purple ribbons, which were passed
out during the rally to show the PC stu
dents’ support for the SEIU members.
Other PC students such as juniors Kristin
Pleines, Michelle Lankan, and Tara Noonan
worked on chants for the group, coming up
with saying such as “how can we succeed
when budget cuts are guaranteed”, “help
those in need succeed”, and others.
Grossman’s students got the word out
about the rally through posters and flyers
which they hung all over campus and
Maryalice Multari ’09 worked on an ad that
aired on PC TV to help raise student aware
ness and educate students about the problems
facing Rhode Island.
During the rally, fact sheets were also
passed out by PC students that depicted
different information regarding the budget

cuts and job losses.
According to the fact sheets, there will
be more than $ 17 million in cuts to DCYF
and a total of 1,016 jobs will be lost. The
information on the fact sheets was gath
ered by PC students from the Web site
www.oceanstateaction.org.
At the rally, different people got up and
spoke about their experiences and the
effects that the budget cuts would have.
One of those who spoke was Soniya
Bhogal, who had been a DCYF client since
the age of 13. Bhogal spoke about her
experiences with DCYF and how the
budget cuts would directly affect her and
ability to get in contact with her social
worker if she needed her.
“As clients of DCYF, we get to know
our social y/orkers at a very young age and

they become like mother and friend to us,”
said Bhogal “And because their case loads
have increased due to budget cuts I can
barely get in touch with her more than
once a month, which makes it hard if I
have a problem and need to reach her.”
Bhogal’s story resonated with the
crowd at the rally, especially Ashley
Margarida ’09.
“Hearing that story really touched me
and to see someone who is directly affect
ed by these budget cuts was extremely dis
appointing and sad,” said Margarida.
Deborah Dunning, a registered nurse,
also read a letter that she had received
from a patient, Elaine Anderson. In the let
ter, Anderson wrote how due to the recent
budget and staff cuts, she no longer has
“peace of mind” for her husband being in a
hospital that was understaffed and thus
could cause patients to become neglected.
PC student Jen Heinemann ’09 also
saw the budget cuts as being unfair,
hurting those who would need social
workers the most.
“I don’t think that these budget cuts are
fair. We’re saying that we have a budget
deficit in this state, but we’re still paying
State Legislatures these high salaries,” said
Heinemann “Why can’t we instead put that
money towards helping those that really
need it like the DCYF and their clients.”
Ashley Margarida ’09 said she saw the
rally as a success in promoting their cause
and making people aware of the situation
at hand.
“I think that the event was a success,”
said Margarida. “A lot of people may not
be aware of what’s going on and it was
really helpful to see the facts about the cuts
and it personally motivated me to want to
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Congress Debates Election
The latest meeting of the 58thStudent
Congress took place on Tuesday, Nov. 6, at
5:30 p.m. in the Slavin Fishbowl.
Executive President Andy Fechtel ’08
introduced a discussion on the first topic: a
committee on allocations and policy.
“The purpose of the committee is to get
away from lump sum allocations and cre
ate a new system of allocations. We plan
to base policies and procedures off of
this,” said Fechtel.
Fechtel also discussed the membership of
this committee and offices held. The com
mittee would be composed of students,
mostly Congress members, under the super
vision of Rev. Bendan Murphy, O.P.
However, in response to a question from
Off-Campus Student Life Chair Dave Socha
’08, Fechtel asserted that students would
play the largest role in this committee.
“Father Murphy’s role is small. Of
course he has to sign off, but this is some
thing that he wants us to undertake on our
own,” said Fechtel.
Currently, Fechtel would serve as exec
utive president on the committee.
However, this raised some discussion by
Congress members.
“It would make more sense for a con
gress treasurer to be executive president on
the allocations committee,” said Class
Representative Andy MacMannis ’09.
Fechtel responded by saying that Father
Murphy appointed him president of the
committee, which makes the most sense
for reasons such as formal record keeping.
Discussion on the matter continued as
members addressed their questions and
concerns to Fechtel.
Throughout the discussion, the issue of
having a class treasurer serve as executive
president on the committee received the
most attention.
“It’s important that the most senior
treasurers, those with the most experience
as treasurers, should serve on the commit
tee,” said Senior Class President Ryan
Donnelly ’08.
“Younger treasurers from younger
classes should come to meetings in
order to learn, but not necessarily sit the
actual committee,” said Liz Wolf ’08,
executive secretary.
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The group agreed that appointment to
the committee should be based on seniori
ty and experience.
“Underclassmen treasurers shouldn’t be
on the committee because it could be over
whelming due to their lack of familiarity
and experience on the subject,” said BOP
Liaison Pat Selby ’08.
Following the debates involving the
Allocations Committee, the next topic on
the agenda was introduced: elections legis
lation, presented by Elections Chair
Meagan Durigan ’09. During this time, the
subject of letters of intent being mandato
ry for candidates was debated.
“Letters of intent would be written by
candidates to show that they understand
the responsibilities of the position they are
running for. The letters will demonstrate
that candidates are serious and they will
deter people from running without think
ing of what the job entails,” said Durigan.
Durigan questioned Congress con
cerning whether letters of intent should
be mandatory for all candidates from
various classes.
“I am in full support of all classes sub
mitting letters of intent, because it serves
many purposes. It makes a candidate think
about their role in congress, and it is a fair
way to have elections. It’s important
because it gives some weight behind elec
tions,” said Class Representative Claire
Seguin ’08.
Class Representative Kate Lyons ’08
shared her contrasting viewpoints.
“Letters of intent should be mandatory
for freshman candidates only. People
already know upperclassmen by the time
voting takes place, they know the character
of candidates, and letters of intent are not
necessary,” said Lyons. Fechtel also
expressed his support for letters of intent.
“These letters mandate that people
develop a platform and they will give
someone a reason to vote for a candidate.
It will help elections become less of a pop
ularity contest,” said Fechtel.
— Sara Beth Labanara ’ll

continued from front page

Brown University and Caldwell College.
At the 2005 Commencement ceremony,
Providence College honored Father Smith
with the Veritas Medal, the highest honor
awarded at PC.
Father Smith came to Providence College
in 1981 as an assistant professor of philoso
phy and eventually was promoted to full pro
fessor of philosophy in 1994. He taught bio
medical ethics classes regularly.
“There aren’t many classes at PC that
truly let you voice a completely open opin
ion about controversial issues without
judgment. Father Smith allowed his stu
dents the true ability to express themselves
and then he would comment with educated
answers or support to their questions. As a
music major, it is with great appreciation
that through his administration we were
able to have the Smith Center for the Arts.
He was a great man, an amazing teacher,
and I know that I along with many other
students will sorely miss that man,” said
Alicia Luciani ’08.
Father Smith held the position of
president of the Pontifical Faculty of the
College of Immaculate Conception at
the Dominican House of Studies in
Washington, D.C., from 1990 to 1994
before coming to Providence College
and serving as president.
“Father Smith was a wonderful teacher. He
had amazing insight and intelligence in the
field of biomedical ethics and was always
willing to give you extra guidance outside of
class and always wanted to make sure that
your school year was going well. I feel hon
ored and privileged to have been able to take
a class taught by him and he will surely be
missed,” said Katie Donahue ’08.
The Smith Center for the Arts is one
of PC’s most cherished buildings, full of
energy and unique architecture. The
building was created on the lower quad
and includes music rooms, a new the
ater, a dance studio, classrooms, and a
new performing arts department.
Named after Father Smith, the building
was presented to the former College
president on Oct. 29, 2004.
“Father Smith’s passing is a great loss
for all of us and for his family. He ably led
Providence College through eleven years

of opportunity and growth. Under Father
Smith’s guidance, the academic profile
of our student body dramatically
improved and the campus landscape was
transformed,” said Father Shanley.
Father Smith had many sides and
many interests throughout his life.
“He was also an extremely athletic
man. He played amateur and semi-pro
fessional hockey and baseball and he
kept his interest up. He took up golf
later in life and became an excellent
golfer,” said Father Keegan.
Many students at PC were also touched
by Father Smith and expressed sorrow at
his passing.
“Although I did not know Father
Smith for long, he was a kind man who
always lightened up our class with his
sense of humor. He was very informa
tive and smart and you could tell he
loved teaching and his students. He will
be missed by the whole Providence
College Community,” said Nick
Pomposelli ’08.
Other staff members of PC also expressed
a deepened sadness over his death.
“Father Smith would often speak
about the fact that parents entrusted
their most precious possession, their
daughters and sons, to the College, and
how this was his greatest responsibility
as president - to ensure the opportunity
for the best education and for the safety
and well-being of all the students. He
was a kind and caring individual and
always displayed a wonderful sense of
humor. He approved my hiring, and I
will be forever grateful that he helped
me become a part of the Providence
College community. He was a great
friend,” said Kathy Alvino, assistant
vice president of Human Resources.
Thursday, November 8, at 4:00 p.m.,
a solemn reception of the body will take
place at Our Lady of the Rosary Chapel
in St. Thomas Aquinas Priory, with call
ing hours to follow. On Friday, Nov. 9,
a Mass of Christian Burial will take
place at 10:00 a.m. in St. Dominic
Chapel. Father Smith will be buried in
the Dominican Community Cemetery.
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Blogging Technology Transforms the Classroom
Chris Donnelly ’08
News Staff

to post with relative ease.
“They all customized their blog, some
post everyday,” said Ross. “I am just real
The increasing importance of the ly impressed. They ran with it. I think it
Internet and new technology in the lives of will give faculty the opportunity to rethink
students is prompting an exploration by the assignments they have students do.”
faculty at Providence College into new
According to Ross, students e-mailed
ways of teaching classes. The Center of their blog names to her and she created the
Teaching Excellence held a seminar on URL addresses.
Monday, Nov. 5, for faculty and staff on
King is no stranger to the world of blogblogging, specifically on how to incorpo ging-he has his own blog, “Radicalteacher.”
rate blog writing into classes.
According to the website, the purpose for
“I thought it was very useful. I did not his blog is “to bring alternative under
know PC had software for people who standings and, more importantly, alterna
want to blog,” said Edgar Mejia, professor tive practices to undergraduate teaching.”
of modem languages.
Ross featured two student blogs in her
“Blog” is short for “Web log,” which is an seminar; the blogs of Lobsterman and
online journal that is updated periodically.
Redsoxl227.
Ross showed that the
The seminar, “Get Writing: Using Blogs Lobsterman blog is being updated almost
to Develop Students’ Voices,” was held in every day and said she thinks that it is no
Feinstein 304 at 4:00 p.m. and was led by longer an assignment to the blogger.
Siobhan Ross.
The blog of Redsoxl227 was used as
Ross is the coordinator of the Instructional an example to show the variety of topics
Technology Development Program at PC. students can start writing about once the
ITDP was created to aid faculty in integrating blog is launched. The blogger talked in
technology into coursework.
one post about an episode of the televi
“She did a good job in showing the var sion show What Not to Wear on wedding
ious ways and settings in which blogs are dresses and then wrote another post
being used,” said Charles Haberle, assis about a job interview. The What Not to
tant vice president of academic affairs.
Wear blog entry even prompted another
“Siobhan is providing a place and student to comment, which Ross said
opportunity to see if faculty find technolo demonstrates the ability of blogs to form
gy useful to their classes,” said Haberle.
a type of relationship with others.
According to Ross, one benefit to incor
Ross presented a blog from a Brown
porating blogging into coursework is that University German course that had
blogging increases the amount of writing incorporated blogging into its curricu
students do.
lum where students would have to write
“It allows students to write for an audi their posts in German. Ross said the
ence beyond just the professor,” said Ross. continual practice would help improve
Ross began her seminar by showcasing their grasp of the language.
several different blogs to demonstrate the
“I teach Spanish so I think it will be very
diverse reasons for starting blogs. One of helpful in my case. I am actually planning
the blogs, titled “The Emery Restoration,” to implement blogging into my class next
details a newlywed couple’s renovation of semester,” said Mejia.
a house they purchased.
Ross ended her seminar offering her
Ross discussed her collaboration with Dr. help to any professors who wish to use the
Thomas King, professor of management, in College’s blogging software to help them
the integration of blogs into his seminar in start their own blogs or to introduce blog
management theory. Ross said the learning ging into their courses.
curve for students in writing and posting their
According to Ross, blogging is not the
entries was non-existent, so students are able only new technology being incorporated
by

into the classroom. Wikis are being used
in a number of courses ranging from biol
ogy to political science to social work.
Wikis are programs that work like
Wikipedia; allowing students to collabo
rate on research; to create new ideas.
“More innovation in the classroom
makes it more interesting. Innovation
keeps things fresh in the classroom,” said
Michael King ’08.
Haberle said a few professors have
begun saving their lectures as podcasts,
and others are incorporating a personal
response system into the classrooms. The
personal response system involves giving

students transmitters which they use to
input answers to questions the professor
gives in class. This system, according to
Haberle, lets faculty know whether or not
students understand the topic the professor
has just discussed.
“I think [new technologies] can be a
very helpful tool for faculty,” said Adrian
Beaulieu, dean of International Studies. “I
think a lot of faculty just need to know
how to use these tools and that they are
very open to it.”

Hurley:Workers Struggle with Low Salaries
continued from front page

The monthly income for the workers is
currently far below the accepted standards
set by the Poverty Institute.
As another means of comparison,
Audette said she and her colleagues
researched the Hurley starting wages at
schools in the Boston area. They found
that the lowest starting wage was $12.95 at
Northeastern University, in Boston, and
the highest starting wage was $15.60 at
Brandeis University in Waltham, Mass.
This means that the 13 Boston area schools
provided higher starting wages for janitor
ial workers than PC offers to its full-time
workers.
“Hurley employees love being a part
of the Providence College community,”
Audette said. “However, their work becomes
an increasingly overwhelming task
when the workload is increased dispro
portionately to wages.”
Those hit hardest by the disproportion
ate wages have been the Hurley workers
and their families.
“My kids see how much we work and
how little we make,” said Ramon Ortiz, a
contracted Hurley janitor at Providence
College. “I just don’t want them to do
what I do, a job where there’s no way to
advance. I want them to have more
opportunities.”
Audette said that the Hurley workers
play an enormous role in ensuring that PC
functions appropriately, and she said that
they deserve appreciation and support
from students at the College. She and the
Student Labor Alliance want to earn the
support of students and the administration
throughout the current contract negotia
tions by raising awareness through pro
grams on campus.
“Our first step was to spread basic
awareness among PC students and facul
ty,” Audette said. “For the past two
weeks we’ve been organizing and exe
cuting our plan to go door-to-door
throughout the dorms to inform students
of the Hurley workers’ situation and to
allow students to get involved on a very
basic level: petition signing.”
According to Audette, petitions are a
simple and effective way to inform large
numbers of students and display numer
ical support.
She continued, “We have an amazing
amount of signed petitions from the stu
dents and faculty, and we hope that this

support across campus will help us further
our cause,” said Audette.
Students have also displayed red ribbons
on their dorm room doors in an effort to
raise awareness and show support for the
Hurley workers and their cause.
“Their results were incredible,” Audette
said. “The red ribbons displayed proudly
on students’ doors not only demonstrate
their involvement in this cause, but also
reassure the Hurley employees that they
are not forgotten.”
Audette said that several students
accompanied a group of Hurley workers
on Halloween to go to Rev. Brian J.
Shanley, O.P.,’s office in Harkins Hall.
“A few of the janitors’ children dressed
as angels and they delivered a letter about
the janitors’ working conditions,” Audette
said. “Unfortunately, Father Shanley did
not meet with them, and they were only
able to drop the letter off.”
Though unable to attend the meeting,
Father Shanley said that he did read the let
ter that was left for him.
“A delegation of students and workers
arrived in my office without any
advance notice or appointment and
asked to see me, but I happened to be
busy at the time,” said Father Shanley.
“I did indeed receive and read the mate
rials that they left me.”
Audette said that the Student Labor
Alliance continued educating people
about their cause throughout Freshmen
Parents’ Weekend.
“We’re here to generate discussion and
spark student interest, and we hope that the
Providence College campus will continue
to support the hard work the Hurley jani
tors do here every day.”
For any students interested in Amnesty
International, the group meets every
Monday at 7:00 p.m. in Feinstein 403. The
Student Labor Alliance meets a different
day every week. Audette said that the
group is always looking for help. For
more information or to get in contact with
either group, Audette said she can be con
tacted at aaudett3@providence.edu and
Whitney Henderson ’09 can be contacted
at whenders@providence.edu.

Phillips Memorial Library
LIBRARY HOURS/VETERANS’ DAY WEEKEND
Friday, October 5

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Saturday, October 6

12 Noon

- 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, October 7

12 Noon

-5:00 p.m.

Monday, October 8

12 Noon

-2:00 a.m.
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State of Emergency Declared in Pakistan
By Amanda Silk ’08
World Editor

Middle East: Pakistan

rights groups, and political parties. As
a result, Gen. Musharraf received much
negative attention in the media and his
reputation was damaged.

November 15, and to have the elec
tions held on schedule.” The PPP is
organizing a protest for Friday, as
reported by BBC.

Saturday, Nov. 3, Pakistani
President
General
Pervez
Musharraf declared a state of emer
gency which immediately suspended
the constitution of Pakistan.
The state of emergency has numer
ous consequences for the people of
Pakistan. First, their constitutional
rights to life and liberty are suspended.
Tne police are allowed foil discretion
to make arrests. Those who are arrest
ed may be denied a lawyer. Pakistanis
are not allowed to freely move
throughout their country.
The broadcast of all television sta
tions has been halted. The media is not
allowed to folly disclose reports of sui
D. YIMG.COM
cide bombings or other such activity. The
Right: Former prime minister of Pakistan, Benazir Bhutto, opposes the state of
chief justice of Pakistan, Iftikhar
emergency. Left: Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf declared the state
Mohammad Chaudhry, has been replaced
of emergency on Nov. 3, causing numerous protests and harsh criticism.
and the other members of the judiciary
were forced to take an oath of loyalty.
In July, Chaudhry was reinstated to
The state of emergency has enormous
Finally, the Supreme Court has no power his position by the Supreme Court.
implications for the Pakistan media out
Since then, the court has been hearing lets. Musharraf has targeted the media
to negate the state of emergency.
Gen. Musharraf’s emergency decla
a case regarding Gen. Musharraf s pres for two reasons. First, the public’s access
ration and targeted restrictions on the
idential win last month and has not to the ongoings of the Chief Justice scan
judiciary may be caused by his fear allowed him to take the oath of office.
dal caused Gen. Musharrafs popularity
that the Supreme Court will find his
The return of former Prime Minister to hit record lows.
presidency illegal and remove him
Benazir Bhutto, who leads the
Second, the army of Pakistan has been
Pakistan People’s Party, has spoken losing ground against the militants with
Last March, Gen. Musharraf out against Gen. Musharraf’s actions, in the country. Bv reporting the loss of
attempted, to remove Chief Justice
saying, “Our goal [the PPP] is to get control, Pakistanis lose even more
Chaudhry from his post. The action
Musharraf to revive the constitution, respect for Gen. Musharraf.
was protested by lawyers groups, civil
to retire as chief of army staff by
While Sunday started out calmly
n

O

“Do Not Track” List Sparks Debate
By Molly Vaughan ’08
World Staff
Technology

been made by priva
cy, consumer, and technology
groups to create a “Do Not Track” list
for Internet users, and it has brought the
issue of high-tech privacy into the spot
light.
Similar to the “Do Not Call” list,
which has prevented telemarketers
from calling 145 million people since
2003, the “Do Not Track” list would
allow individuals to prevent companies
from tracking which Web sites they visit.
A group of top advertisers, called the
Network Advertising Initiative, has
fought the list, arguing that the web
industry polices itself. They stated that
people can opt out of advertising by
downloading a small piece of data
known as a cookie. Privacy advocates
countered that self-regulation has not
been successful. First of all, not all ad
firms follow the rules. In addition, the
opt-out process is technical and
requires a separate download for each
ad network. Web-tracking technology
has also advanced since the initiative
was created, and there are new ways
of tracking behavior even if a user has
downloaded a cookie.
The “Do Not Track” list proponents
want the FTC to maintain a list of all
advertising networks so that people
proposal has

A

could then essentially opt out of each
one. “You still receive ads,” Ari
Schwartz, a creator of the proposal and
the deputy director of the Center for
Democracy and Technology, told The
Washington Post, “companies just won’t
be able to track what sites you visit.”
Making “Do Not Track” technology
work would involve substantial tech
nical challenges according to Richard
M. Smith, a Boston-based Internet
consultant.
“It would require either a change to
Web browsers or an add-on to a
browser to make it all work, he said.
Companies such as Microsoft and
Mozilla Firefox, which offer popular
internet browsers, are unlikely to
cooperate because they rely on online
advertising revenue.
The FTC has also weighed in on the
debate. Commissioner Jon Leibowitz
said, “It’s a really promising idea that
would empower consumers to choose
their own level of privacy protections.
We still need to learn a little more
about it. . . we looked at the notion of
doing a ‘Do Not Spam’ registry, and
we decided against it because we were
afraid the list of people opting out
could get into the wrong hands.”
KayTeigh Pratt ’08 agrees with the
FTC. “I don’t think it would work
because it requires that companies like
Microsoft would have to cooperate, but
they make money off of these ads. It
works for phones, but the current propos
al couldn’t work for the Internet.

after the declaration, turbulence is
growing. In Lahore on Monday, Nov.
5, approximately 2,000 lawyers protest
ed Gen. Musharraf’s actions. Pakistani
police used forcefol techniques and
made many arrests in an effort to end
the protest.
Anwar Shaheen, a Pakistani lawyer,
told BBC, “We are determined that
until there is freedom for the judges
and the overturn of emergency rule,
this war will continue.”
There were also anti-Musharraf
protests in the cities of Islamabad,
foshawar, Karachi, and Rawalpindi,
-lowever, many opposition groups
lave not been able to organize because
their top leaders have been arrested.
As of Monday, the government has
arrested over 1,500 people and has
effectively placed judges on house
arrest. According to BBC, Pakistan’s
Information Minister Tariq Azim
remarked, “If people take the law into
their [own] hands, obviously, they
have to be dealt with.”
As the situation progresses, Gen.
Musharraf is coming under interna
tional scrutiny.
The United States has suspended
talks with Pakistan over defense coop
eration and is reconsidering the status
of its multi-billion dollar aid program.
The Netherlands has already suspended-its aid to Pakistan.
BBC reported United States
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
reaction, “We believe the best path for
Pakistan is to quickly return to a consti
tutional path and then to hold elections.”

The Sunny Side
Positive News Stories in a Negative World

Planting Seeds for Scholarships
By Christopher Mitchell ’09
World Staff

growing success. Established in 2006,
the organization has nearly doubled
the amount of financial assistance it
provided during its first year, recently
Education
awarding nine scholarships worth
$1,500 each.
eyond the dismal headlines today,
The Gardener’s Organization remains
there is evidence that people still uniquely important in that it does not
work to promote equality, and that notrequire a student to be a documented cit
every philanthropist is a millionaire.
izen. Since California Governor Arnold
Case in point: A burly man in Schwarzenegger recently vetoed leg
California named Catalino Tapia, an islation that would have allowed
immigrant and owner of a gardening some state financial assistance to be
business who founded the Gardener’s given to illegal students, organiza
Foundation, a non-profit organization tions like Catalino’s remain the only
established to help provide scholarships source of aid that such students could
ever hope to get.
to disadvantaged Latino students.
The education of Latinos is of
Having come to America with only a
few dollars in his pocket and a society growing importance, as the U.S.
largely stacked against him, Catalino Census projects that by the year 2050,
now says that he is simply giving back to one out of every four people in the
a community that has given him so much. U.S. population will be Latino.
Never having studied beyond sixth
Yet currently in California, only
grade, Catalino’s dream for such a foun about 13 percent of United States
dation began to take form after he helped boro Latinos hold a bachelor’s
put his eldest son through college.
degree, according to the Public Policy
“When he got his law degree, I was Institute of California.
floating in the clouds,” Tapia told The
Though such disparity is poised to
San Francisco Chronicle. “The more I only escalate further, community lead
thought about it, the more I wanted to do ers like Catalino strive to make such a
something. I got this idea that I could help society as equitable as they can.
other students go to college.”
Christian mythology aside, never
Now 63, Catalino’s organization is a underestimate tne power of a gardener.
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China Forced to Crack Down on Dangerous Exports
By Jared Ozga ’09
World Staff

Asia: China
oday’s

ty and safety of our products.”
Changjiang Li, the Chinese govern
ment’s nirea production watchdog,
released a statement to the BBC saying
China is “keenly aware of the impor
tance of food safety. It is a serious
matter, not only for the organization
but for the world as a whole.”

global economy has
been described by many as being
both a blessing and a perpetual prob
lem. With the industrialization of
numerous third world countries, the
standard of living for many under
privileged people has been raised, but
sometimes at the expense of the
world as a whole.
Take, for instance, Asia's industrial
powerhouse known as China. This
Asian economic giant has not seen a
negative gross domestic product drop
since 1994, but this industrial growth
leading to middle class urban prosperity
has not been all Hello Kitty and rice lol
UNFPA.ORG
lipops.
Workers at a Chinese toy factory
China’s production lines have been
plagued by faulty product exports,
The melamine found in the tainted
including melamine-laced dry and
dog food was used to artificially
wet gourmet dog food brands such as
increase the product’s protein content
Purina and Alpo.
(and, in turn, the price of the dog
A statement was released on the
food), but melamine is normally and
Purina Web site in March saying,
properly used in the manufacturing of
“Nothing is more important to us than
plastics. And last time I checked, my
the health and well-being of the pets
dog was not made of plastic.
whose nutrition has been entrusted to
The Mattel toy recall earlier this
us by their owners, and we deeply
year served as yet another blow to the
regret this unfortunate situation. We
seemingly unbridled booming Chinese
will continue to take any and all
industrial economy.
actions necessary to ensure the quali
The CEO of Mattel issued a state

T

Oddly Enough

Soundbite of the Week

Snakes on A Bus!
An Indiana man was arrested for trafficking a box of
poisonous rattlesnakes on a bus.
Dustin A. Draper of Muncie, Indiana picked up a box
of venomous baby timber rattlesnakes at a post office and
transported them on a city bus to his apartment.
Postal inspectors notified authorities about the ship
ment, and the Indiana Department of Natural Resources
and the county police arrested Draper at his home. He
was jailed under charges of “possession of an endangered
species and transportation of a dangerous reptile without
a permit,” reported The Associated Press.
This is not the first “snake charge” for Draper. He was
convicted a year ago for attempting to sell an eastern diamondback rattlesnake. He also faces charges from this
past August for the possession of a cobra.
By Diana Gingles ’08
World Staff

ment on the company’s website ensur
ing that “Mattel feel[s] confident that
the Mattel toys on shelves this holiday
season are some of the safest, most
thoroughly tested toys ever. [Mattel]
strengthened [their] production process
es and testing procedures in factories
worldwide to manufacture the high qual
ity toys [the customer] expects.”
Mattel has implemented a three-stage
safety step system where random and
unannounced inspections will occur at all
stages of production.
The Guangdong province of China
has seen 764 out of a total 1,726 pro
duction factories have their licenses
revoked due either to needed produc
tion improvements or faulty produc
tion machines.
So far, 744 employees of these
Chinese factories have been arrested
for involvement in the food and toy
export scares.
And so, the price of American pro
duction outsourcing for the sake of the
almighty dollar rears its ugly head.
The Chinese factories are fighting
back. China Daily has reported that
the Chinese toy factory, Lida Plastic
Toy Co., is considering a libel suit
against Mattel, the director of the
Guangdong province's fair trade
bureau, Chen Lipeng, remarked "The
incident has stained the reputation of
Chinese toy manufacturers and made a
large number of toy factories in
Guangdong lose a great deal of money."

“They call it the tough*
est time for comedy
writing since those
three weeks back in the
1990s when Bill Clinton
stopped dating.”
- jay Leno, on NBC’s The
Tonight Show, commenting
on the Writer’s Guild of
America’s strike which first
affects late night shows.

forbes.com

The Election 2008 Updater
By Brett Corrigan ’09, World Staff

Democrats

Republicans

Democratic presidential hopeful
Sen. Joe Biden (Del.) is the first
Democrat to receive newspaper
endorsement for the 2008 election.
The Storm Lake Times of Des
Moines, Iowa announced on Oct. 20,
“Biden is our choice for the nomina
tion for the powerful personal story he
shares, for his deep knowledge of
international affairs, and for his long
record of exemplary service in the
United States Senate.”
This announcement bolsters Biden’s
legitimacy as a democratic candidate,
as it comes from the state which hosts
the first major electoral event of the
presidential nomination process.
The article applauded Biden for his
political endurance and dedication
despite losing his wife and child to an
automobile accident and for overcom
ing a brain aneurism.
The New York Times also recog
nized his political strengths saying,
“Biden is astounding with his sheer
command of world politics and con
flict. He has distinguished himself by
offering the only workable plan to get
us out of harm’s way in Iraq.”
Currently, Biden has only one percent
voters support in most national polls. If
he does not win the Democratic endorse
ment, he has told CNN he would rather
remain in his role as the chairman of the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
than run as Sen. Hillary Clinton’s (N.Y.)
vice president, saying, “. . . I love Bill
Clinton but can you imagine being vice
president. . . [Bill] is such a dominant
and powerful force."

In a press release on Nov. 3,
Republican Gov. Mark Huckabee’s
(Ark.) campaign site announced that
October was its best month “in terms
of media appearances, endorsements,
debate performances, fundraising, and
polling - surpassing all previous indi
cators of success.”
As of Oct. 30, the campaign had
surpassed one million dollars in on
line fundraising alone.
Huckabee’s poll numbers began to
climb into the double digits, and he
also got support from an unusual
source when actor Chuck Norris
announced his support of Huckabee.
“I’m grateful to the people who attend
ed the Values Voter Summit and gave me
a 5:1 advantage over my nearest rival ...
and people all across America... who
support my message and candidacy for
president, Huckabee said.
Huckabee is clearly being noticed.
In a Washington Post article entitled
“How Huckabee Could Rock the 2008
Vote,” The Washington Post comment
ed, “From the studios of ‘s’ to the
Values Voter Summit in Washington,
from the straw poll in Ames, Iowa, to a
jam session with a high school jazz band,
Huckabee has blended his faith and
social conservatism into an appealing
package — one that’s true to his evangel
ical roots yet somehow unthreatening to
more secular audiences.”
According to a CNN poll, Huckabee is
ranked fifth among the Republican nom
inees, gathering only five percent of the
vote. Former New York City Mayor
Rudy Giuliani leads with 27 percent.

Biden.Senate.Gov

Sen. Joe Biden (Del), the first Democratic
candidate to recieve a newspaper
endorsement

Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee’s cam
paign declares October its best month yet

Week
in
Review
By Jenny Arvanaghi ’10
World Staff
Local

Retention in Rhode Island Schools Dismal
Five high schools in Rhode Island
have the lowest retention rates out of
an analysis of 13,748 high schools

across the country.
The five high schools include
Central and Mount Pleasant high
schools in Providence, Tolman in
Pawtucket, and Johnston and West
Warwick high schools. Only 45 per
cent of the freshmen in Central High
made it to their senior year over tne
past three years.
This study was conducted by
researchers at Johns Hopkins University
for The Associated Press. Schools with
high dropout rates are now required to
oner more reading and math support to
struggling students.
National

Beach House Fire Kills College Students

Last Sunday, a five-bedroom home
caught on fire, tragically killing six
college students. They were garnered
together to enjoy one of the last nice days
of the season when their house caught on
fire.
It was confirmed by Mayor Debbie
Smith that the fire was accidental she said
“there has been absolutely no indication
that the fire was intentionally set,”
according to The Associated Press.
Since there was intensive damage, it
is hard for investigators to find the
exact source of the fire. The students
killed all died of smoke inhalation and
carbon monoxide poisoning, without
any evidence of other injuries.
President Bush arrived in South
Carolina to make a speech and begin a
fundraiser for this tragedy, stating, “I
hope the families and loved ones can
take comfort that in this great state and
around the nation there’s a lot of peo
ple praying for them,” according to
The Associated Press.
International
Thousands Affected by Mexican Flood
Hundreds of thousands of Mexicans
fled a region of the Gulf Coast on Friday,
due to flooding that has been one of
Mexico’s worst recent natural disasters,
according to President Felipe Calderon.

Many were forced to jump from
rooftops into rescue helicopters, scram
bling into boats or swimming through
dirty water.
These floods are due to a week of
heavy rains that caused rivers to overflow
and cities to be filled with water.
The flood affected more than 900,000
people whose homes were flooded, dam
aged, or cut off by high water. All the
services, including drinking water and
public transportation, were shut down.
At least one death was reported, but
many more have been injured.
Technology
Starry Nights to Save Energy
In response to the concern about ris
ing energy, prices, many cities and

countries are beginning to dim their
lights at night. The International DarkSky Association in Tuscon is promot
ing better outdoor lighting, intended on
making the Milky Way visible to more
people across the United States.
Many cities have enforced lighting
laws covering highways and state proj
ects. Chad Moore, head of the National
Park Service’s Night Sky Team says
that they are trying to protect the dark
skies as part of their mission. Several
parks, including Death Valley, Joshua
Tree, King’s Canyon, and Sequoia are
monitoring light pollution.
Not only is the Milky Way more vis
ible to people across America, but peo
ple are also saving money by using less
energy and switching to low-intensity
outdoor lighting.
In the long run these laws governing
the usy of light will protect dark, nightskies and co
energy
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Strike Will Cleanliness Causes Allergies
Get Writers Purell Proves to be More Problematic than Beneficial for Kids
Rightful
Recognition
Betsy Rouleau ’08
Commentary Staff

by

CULTURE

by Aiden Redmond ’08
Commentary Staff

SOCIAL
Over this past weekend, I went online
to check out movie reviews for
American Gangster, when I came across
an unexpected headline. Apparently, the
Writers Guild of America (WGA) has
decided to go on strike because of the
lack of compensation they have been
receiving for their efforts, and because
of the miniscule payout they get from
DVD sales of shows and films that they
have worked on.
At first, I thought it was the screen
actors themselves who were going on
strike, which seemed ridiculous to me.
But when I found out that it was actually
the writers of TV shows and movies that
were going on strike, I was not as upset.
In fact, I actually support their decision.
If an agreement is not met and the
strike goes according to plan for the
WGA, then it will be bad news for a lot
of people in the entertainment industry.
Late night comedy shows like Late
Night with Conan O Brien and The Late
Show with David Letterman that depend
on their writers to come up with new
material each day will undoubtedly turn
to airing reruns until the strike ends.
Even for shows that do not air new
episodes on a daily basis will be affect
ed by not having their usual writing
staff on hand. Many jobs are at risk
because of this strike, and not just the
writers’jobs either.
The reason that I support the WGA’s
strike is because the writers are the cre
ative geniuses behind a show’s success
and they never get the credit they
deserve unless they put themselves in
front of the camera. No one ever talked
about Larry David or Conan O’Brien
before they became recognizable TV
personalities, even though David was
the main writer for Seinfeld and
O'Brien wrote for The Simpsons and
Saturday Night Live. Writers do not
receive equal treatment as celebrities,
and in a lot of cases it is unfair.
If it were the TV and movie celebri
ties that were going on strike instead of
the writers, then I would have a problem
with it. The amount of money that
actors like Tom Cruise and Angelina
Jolie get paid to star in crappy, big
budget movies is insane. I am not say
ing that actors do not deserve the
salaries they earn, only that some of
them get paid way too much for their
occupations. The same thing goes for
professional athletes who get paid more
money than God to hit a set amount of
home runs each year.
The best thing that will probably
come out of this strike—if it even ends
up working in the writers’ favor—is that
writers will be acknowledged for the
important roles they play in the enter
tainment industry. Without good writing
to work with, actors have nothing to
give their audiences and audiences sub
sequently have nothing to watch. Even
though the entertainment industry will
most likely take a hit from this strike, I
am hoping that the WGA will eventual
ly come out on top and finally get the
credit they deserve.

I am a child care provider. Call me a
nanny, a babysitter, a preschool camp
assistant director. My role takes many
forms, but I have been providing child care
since probably around the age of 13. I do
something that teenagers have been doing
for centuries, but the nannies of yesterday
toted a diaper bag filled with diapers. I tote
a bag filled with Epi-pens and Benadryl
and I carry lists on what the children can
and cannot eat. At my camp over the sum
mer, I taped little bracelets to little wrists
reminding counselors not to give Sam any
peanut butter and to make sure Kayla does
not eat daily. We set aside special “no
wheat” tables and I personally checked
lunches to make sure that that was soy but
ter, not peanut butter, in that Bob the
Builder lunch box.
50 million of today’s Americans have
some type of allergy, and 2 million of them
are children. Kids today are allergic to
milk, eggs, peanuts, tree nuts, shellfish,
soy, and wheat, among a multitude of other
allergens. Teachers are now seeing class
rooms where half of their students have an
allergy of some kind.
An allergy is when the human immune
system believes that something is bad and
therefore rejects it. These reactions come
in many forms, including rashes and vom
iting, but there is one reaction that all
babysitters fear: When a child’s entire
body, particularly his or her throat, swells.
When the throat swells, the air supply is

cut off and this could cause death within a
few short moments.
Why is this happening to our nation’s
children? The biggest idea thrown around
at this point in time is that we are too
clean. We now have purer water, vaccina
tions, and antibiotics in steady supply.
Since the body no longer has to attack
parasites that could destroy it, it attacks
normally harmless foods.
Ray McGrath ’08, a licensed EMT,
explains that with the rise in sanitizers
such as Purell, today’s parents are keep
ing their children “too clean.” A genera
tion of children who are immediately
given antibiotics and sanitizers for every
malady do not have the antibodies and
the strong immune systems that previous
generations have had. McGrath stated
that individuals’ bodies can not “absorb
the impact” of new substances.
Peanut alle gies are listed as one of the
most commo i childhood allergens. It is
easy to see: Every family for which I have
worked has had at least one child with a
peanut allergy. I have friends and family
who have peanut allergies. What causes
this specific allergy? Is our fear of peanuts
increasing our sensitivity to it? There are
low occurrences of peanut allergies in Asia
and Africa, two areas where peanuts are a
large and normal part of everyone’s diet,
and where children are routinely fed
peanuts at an early age. Would including
more foods into a child’s diet at an early
point break this allergy cycle? What about
other cultures and environments? It has
been shown that in farming families,
where children spend a great deal of time
interacting with animals and working in
the dirt, experience fewer or no allergies
than children who grow up in extremely

“clean” environments.
I can see these theories within my cur
rent summer profession. The majority of
children at my camp have what I like to
call “mini-Purells” attached to their back
packs in bright carrying cases. They have
lunchboxes packed with antibacterial
wipes, and there are large bottles of hand
sanitizers scattered throughout the camp
offices and cabins.
Perhaps the answer is a return to a sim
pler time. Perhaps parents should have
children play in the dirt, get colds, and
learn to fight off parasites and bacteria
themselves. In this world of deadlines,
lessons, Little League games, and ballet
recitals, parents and children simply do
not have the time to be sick. I know I per
sonally have demanded antibiotics from
doctors because “I have this huge exam
on Friday and I just can’t be sick for it.”
Perhaps we should examine these aller
gies critically. Maybe some of these
“allergies” are merely adverse but harm
less reactions to foods.
Regardless of the reason or of the solu
tion, this allergy crisis has made me para
noid. When I baby sit, it is not too unusual
for me to vault across the room to inspect
a child if she sneezes or scratches her
throat. I am terrified that the Epi-pen I am
highly skilled at injecting into an orange
will someday have to be injected into my
favorite little boy’s thigh. I am aware that
real allergies come on suddenly and can
kill. Until we discover a cure for this aller
gy situation, this baby sitter will be faith
fully carrying that big bag o’ Epi-pens and
Quick-Dissolve Children’s Benadryl. I am
a child care provider trained in first aid,
and I am reporting for duty.

Need a Quick Solution? Babies!
Andrew Sparks ’09
Commentary Staff

by

In September of this year, the central
government of the Ulyanovsk region of
Russia urged employers to give their
employees a day off so that they could
have sex. This is
INTERNATIONAL part of a nation
wide attempt to
increase the birth
rate, which has fallen to dramatic lows in
past years. The “baby-making day” is fur
ther encouraged by government incen
tives of rewarding homes and other prizes
for any couple who delivers a child on
June 12th—Russia’s national day.
While historically low birthrates and
aging populations threaten most of
Europe, Russia in particular is suffering
harshly. In fact, Russia’s population is
shrinking by about 700,000 people each
year, with its death rate accelerated by
AIDS, alcoholism, and suicide. Many of
these problems are tied to work over
load and the consequent stress.
Undoubtedly, this baby-making day, if
successful, will benefit the economy and
demographics of Russia, but still it
seems as though it does nothing to solve
the deeper issues of this case. It would be
safe to bet that there is not lack of sex in
Russia, or in any modem nation, but
what is lacking is the dedication and true
love needed in a relationship if a couple
is going to bear children. The over-sexed
culture ultimately proves fruitless and
impotent, as the widespread use of artifi
cial contraception and the horrid evil of
abortion systematically eliminates any
future generations.
The very fact that modern nations are

imploding should tell us something,
especially in Russia’s case, where sui
cide and alcoholism are cited as two of
the main causes for the shrinking popu
lation. Such a world is not fit for chil
dren, and the demographics show that,
whether consciously or subconsciously,
people have largely given up hope.
Unfortunately, it is instilled into the
modern mindset that personal pleasure
is to be valued above the well-being of
others and that satisfying material needs
will bring lasting happiness. Such a
mindset removes any and all substance
from interpersonal relationships, as sex
is no longer viewed as a complete self
giving to a loved one, but rather as a
mutual gratification of a need. Because
people objectify each other in such a
way, it is no wonder why alcoholism
and suicide invade: Life is devoid of
true happiness in such an environment.
“--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

... the fact of the
matter is that our modem
times are the most materially
abundant and wealthy in
all of human history,
most especially in the
United States and Europe, and
yet it is precisely those
populations which
refuse to have children.

------------------------------ "
It is truly sad that “couples” alone are
cited in the government plan for procre
ation. What is really needed is the loving
and dedicated relationship of marriage if
a fertile, sustainable and above all loving

environment is going to form which nat
urally leads to child-bearing. Even if the
birthrate goes up even slightly, this pro
posal is at most a quick fix. Without a
doubt a right-ordered moral environment
and cultivation of family life is necessary
before people will value life enough to
sustain the population.
It is precisely this lacking view of the
human person and the consequent disre
gard for family life that has created such
a troubling population decline in
Europe. It is only fair, however, to men
tion those couples which sincerely wish
to have children, yet cannot afford to
raise them. It is in those situations that
government incentives prove fruitful
and helpful, and indeed it would be
great if our own country embraced sim
ilar incentives to help those families
that need it. Still, though, the fact of the
matter is that our modern times are the
most materially abundant and wealthy
in all human history, especially in the
United States and Europe, and yet it is
precisely those populations which
refuse to have children. Now more than
ever is the best time to share the wealth
and invest in future generations.
We here at Providence College are
being trained and educated so that we
can be successful in the work world and
live comfortably. Such a goal is worth
while, but what good is it if we hoard
that wealth and refuse to share it with
loved ones or children of our own? It is
vastly important that we do not lose sight
of life’s deeper meaning, using our abun
dance for the betterment of future gener
ations. Living such a life is happy, con
tent, and hopeful in a way that no amount
of money, “baby making days,” or per
sonal pleasure can ever hope to match.
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Tangents and Tirades
Candy is a wonderful thing. It is sugary, arti
ficial, and deliciously contrary to all of the “real” foods we are encouraged to consume in
proper portions everyday to ensure long and healthy lives. Why then, I must inquire, do those
coveted treats that are of the non-chocolate persuasion bear flavor names that are downright
misleading? I am speaking, of course, of the so-called fruity flavored candies. A grape lol
lipop does not remind one of a freshly plucked grape. A watermelon Jolly Rancher does not
taste like a watermelon—with or without the seeds. Sour apple? Am I to assume that if I
dared to sink my teeth into a sour apple it would taste similar to a lime green Blow Pop? My
favorite is “mountain berry.” Perhaps it refers to a conglomerate of wild berries that would
be found in a hilly region. I did not know they could confine that taste in a wrapper.
Interestingly enough, in candy world, these flavor misnomers are consistent. Cherry—not to
be confused with actual cherries—is the same whether it is a lollipop or a cough drop. In fact,
many of us candy-lovers who loath a certain fruit love its flavor in any piece of candy with
the same name. Well, at least we can get our three to five servings of fruit in a variety of
ways.—Maryclaire Dugre ’10
There’s something fruity about this candy.

Hillary Clinton (D-N.Y.), frontrunner for the
Democratic presidential nomination, performed dismally at the Democratic debate last
week. The Senator, who has been called “the smartest woman in America,” failed to
answer simple questions on pertinent issues like the Iraq War, social security, and dri
ver’s licenses for illegals in New York. After the debate, however, Clinton claimed that
moderator Tim Russert and the other candidates were ganging up on her. In reality,
Clinton’s situation can be resolved to her lack of candor with her party. On the one hand,
Clinton claims that she will bring all the troops in Iraq home “at once.” Five minutes
later, however, Clinton was caught saying that she believes some troops in Iraq ought to
remain. In addition Clinton could give no answer as to whether she felt giving driver’s
licenses to illegals was right or wrong. The American people deserve more than such
pandering. Eventually, Clinton and the other Democrats will realize that Americans vote
on issues alone and not on gender or race.—Mark Scirocco ’10
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Clinton plays dodgeball at debate.

Daylight savings: A dream come true. If you are anything like me, you enjoy sleep. Sleep
is good. Studies have shown that over one third of our lives are spent sleeping. So, it goes with
out saying that anytime I can sleep, I will sleep. And furthermore, the more sleep I get, the
better. This is why, this past Sunday was the most important day of the year to me, right next
to Christmas, and Thanksgiving, and any other major holiday to be honest. Sunday marked
daylight savings time, and I was there to celebrate: In my bed, wrapped in my blanket, asleep,
for an extra hour. There is really nothing better (in my opinion, anyway). So, if you’re any
thing like me, enjoy the next couple of days before your bodies get used to their fall schedules.
Enjoy that extra hour.—Mike Pettinari ’09

I have a friend who does not believe in dinosaurs. Wait—doesn’t believe in
dinosaurs!? That’s absurd! Here is her reasoning: She says that anyone can come across
something they have never seen before and call it whatever they want and believe that it
is so. She gave the example that she could walk outside, never having seen an acorn
before. When she came across an acorn, she could call it “gold” and would really believe
that it is gold. So, when paleontologists came across those fossilized bones, they called
it “dinosaur” and they believe that is what that ancient animal was. “My whole point is:
The bones are like a puzzle and could probably be put together thousands of ways ... I
just don’t think our whole idea of dinosaurs is the only possible one,” she told me. I am
not saying I agree with her, but you have to give her points for thinking unconventional
ly about things we were always told to accept as true. —Jackie Kramer ’10

“Well, the winner IS supposed to represent the
Providence College campus . . .”

Letters to the Editor:
Would students respect a day offfor the funeral ofFather Smith?
While I was sitting in one of my class
es today, my mind drifted a bit to the
recent death of the last president of
Providence College, Father Smith. Instead
of thinking what a great leader for the
school he was, what came to my mind first
was the thought that maybe we would be
getting the day off on Friday, the day of
his funeral. I would be the first to bet that
many people have been thinking this since
they learned the news of Father Smith’s
death.
Then I realized what I thought, and
wondered if this is really what our educa
tion system has come to. Hoping that
someone’s death will get us out of class is
not the mindset we should have when we
have chosen to come to this school to fur
ther our education. We should want to
learn, we should want to be in class. If

Defending the fall. Living in New England my whole life, I have grown to appreciate the
different seasons and what each has to offer. Winter is harsh and cold but how could you
hate it when with it comes skiing—or snowboarding depending on your specific taste—
sledding, and snowdays. Then there is spring with its rain and flowers and new beginnings
but oftentimes you are so exhausted from the long winter that you want to skip right on past
spring to the heat of summer. Personally, I dislike being too hot but that is what summer | One final response.
nights and pools are for: To cool off. So this brings me to my absolute favorite season: Fall.
I love fall. I love the changing and falling of leaves, the apple picking, Halloween,
I would like to respond to letters by
Thanksgiving, daylight savings, and finally, the brisk cool air. I love how on a nice crisp fall Joseph Mort ’10 and Devin Driscoll ’08
day, the cool, or sometimes cold, air really wakes you up and makes you feel alive. But it that were published in response to
really ticks me off when people complain about how cold it is. OK, yes, I complain when it Michael Rubin ’08’s latest article enti
is cold inside—say inside a classroom for instance—but it is supposed to be warm inside! tled “No Excuse for Catholics Who Vote
When it is 50 degrees outside, however, and I hear someone complaining about it I want to | Democrat.” Mort asks how “signing
yell at them. Yes, it is cold! But it is supposed to be cold. It is November for crying out loud! [his] name on a piece of paper and
You should be lucky there has not been snow yet! Heck, you should be lucky it’s cold at all checking a box excommunicates [him]
with all this global warming hype. But if global warming ever does strike us down, destroy from the Church.” The answer is pretty
ing my favorite season and making the world endlessly summer, I am moving to Antarctica simple: To be a Roman Catholic, you
while the rest of you fry!—Shannon Obey ’08
must adhere to the Church’s fundamen
tal teachings. The Catechism of the
Catholic Church is, as it says in section
11, is a presentation of “an organic syn
thesis of the essential and fundamental
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classes were to be cancelled and most of
the school body attended the funeral serv
ices, then I would have no problem. I am
sure this would be one of the main reasons
behind the decision to call off classes.
This is a great demonstration of respect
for a man that has done so much for the
school. 1 can only imagine though, by
what 1 see each weekend here on campus,
that the majority of students will use this
extra day off as a reason to get the week
end started early, on Thursday night, with
out the worry of class on Friday, and
maybe not even wake up until the whole
funeral service is complete. If this is what
our education system has come to, then
this is just sad, and probably needs to be
looked at on a fairly large scale.

—Theodore Shaheen ’08

says, “The inalienable right to life of
every innocent human individual is a
constitutive element of a civil society
and its legislation.” It’s actually pretty
clear. Driscoll’s letter had one gaping
weakness—he never responded to
Rubin’s original argument. He rages
that focusing on Democratic support of
abortion is “a convenient way of dis
missing” Democratic social programs.
From there, he launches into a series
personal attacks, political speculation,
and amateur history. His letter is actual
ly a convenient way of dismissing the
fact that the Democratic Party has
championed the systematic murder of
50 million people since 1973. Dema
goguery is a poor substitute for an
answer. Please try to think about your
faith when you vote.
—Kevin White, ’09

Cowl Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and let
ters to the editor from all members of the
Providence College community, as well as outside
contributors.
All submissions must include the writer’s name,
signature, a phone number, and an e-mail address
where he or she can be reached. Articles will be
printed as space permits. Anyone whose letter is
given consideration for publication will be con
tacted by the Commentary editor to verify the
author and confirm the authenticity of the piece.
Letters should be no more than 250 words in
length. Guest commentaries should be limited to
700 words in length, and only one will be pub
lished per week. The Cowl editorial board and its
administrative supervisors reserve the right to edit
articles for space and clarity. If there is a portion
you specifically wish to remain unchanged, howev
er, please inform the editor-in-chief. Letters to the

editor are the opinions of the writer only and do
not reflect the viewpoint of The Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed
to The Cowl office no later than 5:00 p.m. on the
Monday before publication. Mail submissions to
549 River Avenue, Providence, R.I. 02918, Slavin
Rm. G05; fax to 401-865-1202; submit online at
www.thecowl.com; e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu; or hand deliver to The Cowl Office in
Slavin G05. Call 401-865-2214 with any questions.

Weekly Subscription Rate is $30.00 per year by

mail. Student subscription is included in tuition
fee. Correspondence can be mailed directly to:
The Cowl, 549 River Avenue, Providence,

R.I. 02918, Slavin G05.
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Stop Googling, Start Searching Weekend
“To Google ” Turns a Trademark into a Generic Term
by Ben Perry ’10
Commentary Staff

LANGUAGE
Word of the day: “Frindle”—Google
it. Except don’t, because “Google” is
not a verb. Sure, it’s commonly used as
one in society today, but let’s face it—
Google is a registered trademark of the
Google Corporation, one of the fastest
growing software and programming
companies in the United States.
Whether or not it is a generally accept
ed use, using the name of this company
as a verb diminishes the prestige of the
trademarked name, a process that has
rendered numerous brand names to
nothing more than “generics.” The
Google corporation openly opposes the
use of its name as a generic verb
because they recognize the possibility
of their name becoming nothing more
than public domain, and what then is to
stop Bill Gates from coming out with
Microsoft Google, or the development
of a Yahoo Google Engine? Besides,
Google does a whole lot more than just
run a search engine: They have their
own email server, web hosting, various
software, and they are continuing to
branch out. Continuing to use “Google”
synonymously with “to search” can
unintentionally limit the company’s
range due to its connotative connection
with the search engine.
I do not subscribe to this sort of ver
bal defilement. I do not Xerox, I photo

copy; I do not Photoshop images, I edit
them. When I use a bandage, it is not
always a Band-Aid, and my tissues are
not necessarily Kleenexes. Scotch tape
is not the only kind of clear tape I use.
Do I Rollerblade? No, and I do not in
line skate either. And what exactly
would you call a Hula Hoop if not by
that now-generic trademark name?
Some of the most abused examples of
“genericized trademarks” are dry ice
(solid-state carbon dioxide), aspirin,
linoleum, and the escalator. These
words have entirely lost their original
trademark status and are now used sole
ly as generic terms to refer to their
respective concepts. Sony’s Walkman
lost its trademark status, and nowadays
“iPod” is pretty much used for any mp3
player. For this reason, I refuse to
“Google.” It is a proper noun, the name
of a company. If you visit the Google
Web site, you’ll notice that the button to
conduct your search reads “Google
Search.” This describes the type of
action that will be taken when you press
the button: The verb is “to search,” and
“Google” is the modifier—What type of
a search? It is a Google search. It’s real
ly not any more complicated than that,
but society insists on perpetuating the
systematic defilement of the basic con
structs of the English language.
Last year the Oxford English
Dictionary added the word “Google,”
effectively recognizing its use in the
English language. Most of the Google
abusers cite this as justification for the
inclusion of the word at every opportu
nity, and even using it almost gratu

itously in incorrect contexts. Basically,
if we are going to have to live with
Google becoming a lower-case verb
meaning “to search,” we at least have to
learn its proper place in the language.
For example, the word “ain’t” can also
be found in the Oxford English
Dictionary ... but no one thinks you are
intelligent if you use it.
Effectively, it is understandable to use
“google” as a verb colloquially in pri
vate conversation—though not neces
sarily intelligent, the use of slang in
casual conversation has always been
widespread and there is no way to quell
the spread of popular trends in language.
It is absolutely unacceptable, however,
to use “google” in formal situations;
doing so detracts from the legitimacy of
the speaker. When I hear a professor use
it, I cringe, because to me it is as if they
used a double negative then followed it
by saying “irregardless.”
The whole concept of twisting nouns
into verbs (obnoxiously called “verbing”) is grammatically unsound. The
U.S. Department of Health’s commer
cials define “verb” really well: “It’s
what you do.” Using the Google web
site, you search for information on the
Internet. Despite the popularity of mis
using the trademark, the verb in that
sentence is still “search.” If the use of
nouns as verbs persists, then the appli
cation of abstract concepts will be
replaced with the use of concrete
objects to illustrate an action. It is
ridiculous to use nouns like Google as
verbs, and I will Rock’em Sock’em
Robot anyone who disagrees with me.

Picked Last in Gym Class?
by Andy Kowal ’10
Commentary Staff

SOCIAL

High school may seem like a lifetime
ago to most us collegiates but in truth it
has only been a couple of years. When
we look back on those days we remem
ber a lot of things. We remember lockers
and bells, sitting with friends at lunch
time, proms and football games, good
and bad teachers, and, of course, we
remember the classes we took. There
was probably no class in high-school
more loved and hated, depending on
your degree of athletic ability, than
physical education.
Physical education class had a unique
power that geometry or U.S. history had
no chance of equaling. It had the power
to make or break your self-esteem in
one single class period. How is this feat
attained? Let me explain. Most activi
ties in gym require students to split up
into teams. The gym teachers, who for
some reason always seemed to be in
worse physical shape than most of the
students, would choose kids to be cap
tains and then they would choose who
they wanted on their team. Here is
where the self-esteem comes in. If you
were chosen anywhere from first to
third for either team your view about
yourself soared. Not only did these peo
ple think you were a good athlete but
they actually think they are lucky to
have gotten you before the other team
has. If you are picked somewhere in the
middle, your self-esteem pretty much

stays the same. If you are picked second
or third to last your self-esteem is pret
ty low, but it is not the lowest because
you were not the last one picked. That
leaves the final pick; this is when you
are placed on a team by default because
no one has picked you up until now.
The feeling of being the last one
picked, of realizing that these people
think you are so totally worthless athlet
ically, is probably the worst feeling any
human can experience. The feeling is
probably equivalent to finding out that
your dad has another family in the next
county over. This shoots your selfesteem down the toilet and can affect
your whole day, really your whole life,
if you let it.
There was a sneaky way around this
blow to your self-confidence however.
As long as you or one of your close
friends got picked to be captain you
would be automatically one of the first
ones picked, thereby allowing yourself
to be deluded that you are the next Pele
or Tony Romo.
Physical education class also allowed
the teachers to get creative and make-up
games that are utterly ridiculous that
never are played in real life. One exam
ple from my high-school is a game
called “Pickle-Ball.” You stood in the
middle of the gym with a large pingpong paddle and hit a waffle-ball to
your opponent over a small net on the
other side. I keep turning on ESPN and
I have yet to see this amazing example
of athletic competition. Another good
one was “Omni-Ball.” I don’t remember
exactly how you won but there was this
huge hot-pink ball that you and your
team of three or four had to all duck
under for a few seconds until you served

it to another team. Again I have seen no
examples of this in the real world.
The problem with this class is that
those that were naturally good athletes
obviously loved it and tried hard. The
ones with no athletic ability simply
wouldn’t get dressed for it and had to sit
out the entire class. The ones like me
with moderate athletic ability, and I am
using that term charitably, simply par
ticipated because they thought it would
be too sad a thing to say about their life
if they failed gym.
I bring up the topic of physical educa
tion classes because I was recently talk
ing to my friend who goes to Texas A&M
and she had to take a badminton class to
fulfill her “phys. ed.” requirement. Can
you imagine getting college-credit for
playing volleyball or soccer for a few
hours every week? I am sure to some
people that sounds amazing and to others
visions of standing against the wall as
other peoples’ names are called are flash
ing through their mind. I think it is a
good thing that Providence College does
not have a physical education require
ment because, to be honest, it is already
a pretty athletically-centered school.
Besides having great basketball, hockey,
and countless other teams, a large major
ity of students participate in intramurals.
And judging by the amount of people
that regularly attend the Concannon
Fitness Center, I think it is safe to say
that most students are pretty conscious
about physical fitness.
Gym class was an important event in
most people’s lives. Whether it made
you more self-confident or scarred you
for life I think it would be fair to say, in
some way, it has made an impact on
each and every one of us.

Are you a cartoonist who has yet to be discovered?
We want to discover you! Come down to The Cow/
office at Slavin G05, across from McPhails and submit a
copy of your best work of art today!

Immunity
to Disease
Taylor Trudon ’ll
Commentary Staff

by

CAMPUS

I knew that it was going to be an inter
esting week the Monday morning I woke
up and felt my left eyelid partially glued
shut. After a thoughtful evaluation in the
mirror, I announced dramatically to my
sleeping roommates, “I have pink eye!” As
a person who tries to see a doctor as few
times as possible during the year, I took it
upon myself at 7:30 a.m. to Google my
symptoms and see if there were any reme
dies I could use to revive myself that didn't
include seeing someone with an M.D.
Quickly realizing that this was not a possi
bility, I proceeded to call the Student
Health Center, made an appointment with
the very friendly receptionist, and then
ventured down to lower campus for my
11:30 a.m. appointment.
I have never visited the Health Center
before and was surprised at how little time
I had to sit in the waiting room. Not only
did I receive an education on how fatty and
sugary foods can result in bad health (there
was a bowl of Halloween candy right next
to the poster. Go figure.) but I then met
with the doctor who also (surprise!) had
pink eye. After confirming that I was cor
rect in my diagnosis, we then engaged in
conversation about one of my biggest pho
bias: Germs. The doctor informed me that
no matter how much Purell I used, that
conjunctivitis is viral and that I could have
caught it merely by touching a door knob
that someone else with pink eye had con
taminated. I also learned that I was the sec
ond person the doctor had seen that morn
ing for the same problem. One of the stu
dents she had seen had caught it before the
weekend, but by the time he saw the doctor
Monday morning, both eyes were very
much infected. “Gee,” I thought, “why did
n't he head down to CVS over the weekend
and at least have gotten some over-thecounter meds to help alleviate the eye irri
tation?” Well, the answer is that it wouldn't
have helped much because only antibiotics
can do the trick. Which means you need a
prescription. From a dcotor who is nonexistant on the weekends.
Later in my dorm room after I had disin
fected my laptop, washed my pillow cases,
and cleaned the room's doorknob, I got to
thinking: That poor kid had to suffer all
weekend long because no one was avail
able on campus to treat him. Not only did
that student have to sit on campus all week
end probably wanting to scratch his eye
balls out of his sockets, but I am sure oth
ers contracted the virus from him, as well,
which equates to more sick kids who need
a doctor's attention. Basically, if you get
sick over the weekend, you have to deal
with it on your own or go to the Emergency
Room. Having been to the ER before dur
ing my freshman year of high school
because of dehydration, I know that unless
you are gushing blood from your head or
are in dire need of medical attention, you
will wait hours before seeing someone.
This makes sense to an extent, but why
should this have to be the case? Kids who
have pink eye or other contagious ailments
should not be clogging up the ER waiting
rooms on Saturdays taking up breathing
room of others that need immediate help,
but they should be able to see someone at
least within walking distance of their dorm.
So, the question is, why can't we have a
doctor available to Providence College stu
dents on the weekends? I am not suggest
ing the entire weekend, but perhaps for a
few hours on a Saturday morning. We
deserve this. There are roughly 4,000 stu
dents that attend PC, and with around 80
percent of undergraduates living on cam
pus, chances are, someone is bound to get
sick within those 48 hours. Your immune
system does not shut down on weekends,
so why should the Health Center?
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GRAPHIC BY JOHN VAGHI ’ 10

The Blackout Years
of Britney Spears
by

Annmarie Granstrand ’09
Asst. A&E Editor

vulgarity, bitterness, and general hedonism
that America expects of Spears to a mere
12 songs. Fabulous.
Britney Spears
Singing as if she lives her life according
Blackout
to a copy of Madonna’s old diary, Spears
Jive
makes it quite clear that just because she’s
purchasing more Juicy Juice these days
When our parents were in seventh grade, doesn’t mean she has to put that bottle of
the entertainment news read lukewarm titles T.G.I. Friday’s margarita mix back on the
about Elvis pushing Nixon to ban The shelf. There is life during motherhood,
Beatles from America, the death of Jimi America. And Spears has artfully proposed
Hendrix, or other petty, a way of having it all in such songs as
ALBUM mind-numbing story- “Piece of Me” and “Break the Ice.” These
REVIEW lines. But we, the songs vocalize the previously unsaid ques
blessed generation, par tions like: Who wears underwear any
ticipated in fiery, legitimate arguments on more? Why would anyone reject the
the playground concerning the battle opportunity for a little collagen here and
between Brandy and Monica, the emergence there? Who needs punctuality for maternal
of Destiny’s Child, and of course, rumors of custody court cases when you live the fab
Britney Spears’ breast augmentation.
ulous life of Britney Spears?
“I’m Miss American Dream since I was
I’m thankful the passing years have
offered us some clarifying hindsight into the seventeen,” Spears concedes in the second
inner workings of such a beautiful mind. Art track, “Piece of Me.” Spears sees no need
imitates life? Life imitates art? Trite expres in dancing around the fact that she is
sions cannot contain the overflowing foun undoubtedly the greatest human to ever lip
tain of creative juices that is Ms. Britney sync. Humility is the last thing the world
Spears. With more than her fair share of needs right now. Thank goodness we have
love, loss, and tabloid crotch shots, Spears such a titan of truth to acknowledge this
released the product of her emotional evolu fact.
Spears knows life. She’s seen it all.
tion on Oct. 30, 2007: Blackout.
Tchaikovsky’s contributions of melody She’s dated Justin Timberlake. She’s
and tone pale in comparison to the studio cheated on Justin Timberlake. She’s gotten
craftsmanship of the beats conjured in bombed and married her childhood friend
“Get Naked.” Blackout condenses all the and sought out an annulment within hours.

She’s married a back-up dancer, birthed
his children, even bought him a Ferarri,
and the union still crumbled. If anyone is
qualified to write and sing about the con
stant struggle that is life, it’s Britney,
betch.
In between her ranting on the tabloids,
“Piece of Me” has interstitials of clanging
chains and synthesized groans. Now, I
know I enjoyed feeling like I was listening
to a room of a motel that advertises mir
rored ceilings and hourly rates but I can t
imagine the pride that will overwhelm her
young sons, Sean Preston and Jayden,
years from now when they attempt to artic
ulate their reaction to their therapists.
I can’t claim to be so privileged as to
know who exactly Spears currently shakes
the sheets with, but whoever is the muse
for “Perfect Lover” deserves a spread in In
Touch. It’s tracks like “Perfect Lover” that
tactfully elucidate the evolution of Spears’
libido. “Slave For You” was the anthem for
a Spears who had just discovered her sex
uality. A couple of marriages and kids
later, Blackout proves the old cougar has
more than perused the Karma Sutra.
The album culminates in a manifesto.
“It’s time for me to move along. I’m tired
of singing sad songs.” Spears may have
the wisdom of an aged woman but, as we
all saw on the MTV Video Music Awards,
she retains the body of a young goddess
and the forward-reaching enthusiasm to

match.
Tragically, Spears’ publicity lately has
mostly concerned pictures of her wig
shopping, applying for a bartending job,
and, the old faithful, exiting cars in man
ners which happen to exhibit her absence
of undergarments. But don’t forget: It’s
really all about the art.
It’s quite clear that Spears has become
the Herman Melville of our time. We can
not process the brilliance of her work just
yet. Or at least, the 62 percent of polled US
Weekly readers who didn’t quite appreciate
her “Gimme More” video can’t process it
yet. Even “esteemed” newspapers are
missing her deep-rooted quality, calling
the piece “brain-battering.” But what does
The New York Times know? Spears has
been away for years for a reason. She’s
honed her craft, thrown back a few moji
tos, and created a work beyond its time.
Spears is no longer against, but at peace
with the music. Using it as a powerful tool
for personal growth, Spears has been so
kind as to allow us into her cavernous soul
and made us privy to the finer things in
life, like going commando.
GRADE: Honorary Degree of Musical
Excellence from Providence College
Download: “Get Naked” You’ve already

heard it in the fitting room of H & M. And
admit it, you liked it.

Movies Opening This Week:

Last Week’s Top Movies:

This Week’s Albums Releases:

Last Week’s Album Releases:

)1. Fred Claus
2. ) Lions for Lambs
3 ) P2

1.) American Gangster
2.) Bee Movie
3.) Saw IV

1.) As / Am__ Alicia Keys
2.) Greatest Hits—Spice Girls
3 ) Taking Chances—Celine Dion

1.) American Gangster—Jay-Z
2.) Unbreakable—Backstreet Boys
3.) Hvarf/Heim—Sigur Ros
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Picks
Feeling Darjeeling
ofthe
Week
Director Wes Anderson reaches into his usual
playbook and pulls out another winner

by C.W. Tompkins ’09
Asst. A&E Editor

There are very few filmmakers current
ly that can say they have created a notice
able and persistent universe in their works.
A world that mixes the fantastic with com
mon stories of love or personal identity in
a setting that masquerades as a real place
but could very well be on a planet behind
the sun. Tim Burton, and perhaps Michel
Gondry to a lesser extent, can say they
have achieved this. Wes Anderson has
become another auteur in our American
academy who has been able to develop his
own unique and absurd world of color and
peculiar characters.
The Darjeeling Limited, Anderson’s lat
est effort, is one more beautifully bizarre
account of happenings in this mysterious
place. Three brothers assemble on a rick
ety train in India a year after their father’s
untimely death, to reconnect with each
other and find enlightenment. Their dis
trust and quirks become apparent immedi
ately and what originally seems like a
commendable endeavor quickly deterio
rates to a vain attempt to run from their
respective lives.
Anderson deals almost exclusively in
the eccentric and these three boys seem as
though they could be long lost members of
the Tenenbaum family. Peter Whitman
(Adrien Brody) takes the death of their
father the hardest and leaves his pregnant
wife at home without telling her where he
is going. Jack (Jason Schwartzman) is a
sex-hungry, self-loathing writer obsessed
with his deceitful ex-girlfriend. Francis
(Owen Wilson) is recovering from a selfinflicted motorcycle accident and takes it
upon himself to get the three of them
together, set up the itinerary, and guide his
indifferent brothers through various reli
gious rituals. The only thing that binds
them is their love of cigarettes and design
er Indian painkillers.
This film may not be as funny as The
Royal Tenenbaums, Rushmore, or The Life
Aquatic but there are_very interesting
moments of wry humor that serve mainly
to mock melodrama and sentimentality.
For instance when the brothers get into a

serious fight Jack screams, “I love you too,
but I’m going to mace you in the face!” At
another point, they save a couple of local
boys from a river but one dies and with dis
belief Peter says, “I didn’t save mine.”
Snaps of whit at very inappropriate times
help serve the purpose of showing how mal
adjusted these men are while at the same
time making the scene less emotional.
Anderson is above all able to paint a
beautifully colored portrait in cinematog
raphy. I thought The Life Aquatic was the
pinnacle, but The Darjeeling Limited is a

by Satyajit Ray, but there are also some
Kinks ditties in there that fit in the context
of the film surprisingly well, along with a
few classical pieces and singer/songwriter
material that I thank Mr. Anderson for
exposing me to.
The Darjeeling Limited is all about matu
rity. Not only do the central characters find
some level of it, but it is also a step in the
right direction for Wes Anderson. He plants
emotion in all the right places and supple
ments Indian culture with appropriate color.
This film is the classic tale of the ugly

Movie
Riding Giants
Directed by Danny Paralta

I have never surfed and know noth
ing about it beyond what I’ve learned
from Johnny Tsunami. This aside,
this movie makes surfing look like
the best thing ever. Paralta also
shows us the intense and moving
philosophy surfers seem to take part
in, something that isn’t as visible to
us Philistines outside the surfing
community.

Music
An Indian Experience: The Whitman
brothers search for spiritual
enlightenment in Anderson’s
latest look into the absurd
lives of others.

showcase of a completely different pallet
of greens and reds. Everything is vividly
textured with a new set of Indian patterns
and even the desert scenes seem to glow
with brilliant clay browns and yellows.
I would also like to add that the music is
outstanding. This is the first time I have
ever bought a soundtrack immediately after
viewing a movie. It is mostly made up of
scores from Indian films made in the ’70s

Best Of Bootie 2005 & 2006

Various Artists

American and renewal in a foreign place. I
would recommend it to any fan of the jour
ney genre and hope you can appreciate its
attention to detail.
GRADE: A

CW’s Picks: Best Dramatic Performances by Comedic Actors
5. Will Ferrell - Stranger Than Fiction'. As Harold Crick, Farrell doesn’t exude any over the top chauvinism that is usually pres

ent in his Anchorman-esqu films. In fact he is the driest and most boring accountant in the world but his innocence is endearing.
4. Robin Williams - One Hour Photo: Sy Parrish is nearly the creepiest character I have seen on celluloid. Ever since Good Will
Hunting Williams has been moving away from the comic and this film is the peak of his humorlessness.
3. Steve Carrell - Little Miss Sunshine: Carell is the saddest of men in this dysfunctional family drama. As a gay and suicidal
Proust scholar he chugs his way to California towards an unsettling children’s pageant.
2. Adam Sandler - Punch-Drunk Love: One of the most awkward and worthwhile films since the turn of the century. Sandler
plays a quite plunger manufacturer that is given to fits of rage and is kept in his place by seven sisters.
1. Jim Carry - Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind: Joel Barish is not exactly Ace Ventura but in this surreal love story writ
ten by Charlie Kaufman Carry proves he has got some acting chops and is capable of something a little deeper than Fire Marshall
Bill.

Guys! Want to increase your
chances of meeting attractive,
single young women?

Mary Pelletier ’09
Age: 20
Interests: Clam digging,
fantasizing about the
mysterious CW

By John Mango'10
A&E Staff

Join the A&E Staff.
Pick up an application at
The Cowl office in Slavin G05.
You won’t be disappointed.

Annmarie Granstrand ’09
Age: 20
Interests: Bike riding,
Kabbalah, pogo sticking

Last year my roommate introduced
me to the term “mash-up” in which a
DJ combines two songs. I listened to
the unlikely pair of Jay-Z’s “Brush
Your Shoulders Off’ and The Verve’s
“Bittersweet Symphony.“To my pure
astonishment, it was awesome. I
started fiending for more of these
mash-ups and scowered the Internet
for something that could at least whet
my appetite. Then I came across the
Best of Bootie albums, both of which
are available to download completely
legally and freely online (just Google
Best of Bootie). Personally I find
“Badd to Me” (Ying Yang Twins &
Mike Jones vs. The Cure) and “Going
Back to Dani” (Biggie vs. The Chili
Peppers) to be some of the best hip
hop I’ve ever heard.

I think I’m claustrophobic, or agora
phobic, or both. All I’m trying to get at
is that while I certainly love living in a
college dorm as much as the next
undergrad, eventually that feeling of
being unconnected from the unwired-world, the wild countryside
gets to me. Luckily I’ll stumble across
a writer like Annie Dillard (Read
“stumble across” as “have to read for
a class”). Dillard’s fulfilling detailed
anecdotes that seem to be equally
inspired by Calvin and Hobbes’
exploits and Thoreau’s musings are
so real that they bring me right back
to those days spent in the woods.
Good stuff.
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What will be your favorite JR W
memory this weekend?

“Watching Jesse DePatsy do the robot.”

“Getting dressed up and dancing like a WILD woman!”

Will Bromstedt ’09

Katie LaRoche ’09

“Not remembering it.”
Joe Slater ’09, Dan Burns ’09, Nate Lavigne ’09

“Not breaking my jaw this year.”

“Swooping Julie Neafsey off of her feet!”

Peter Boggeman ’08

Dan O’Reilly ’09

No one pulled off the complete crossword puzzle.
Way to go, Providence College.
In response to Roving, I will be remembering everything
people do at JRW this weekend.

Note that I work for the paper. Have fun!

— Ricky

Por tfolio
The Cowl
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His Favorite Winter Sweater
Lia Armatas ’08
Portfolio Editor
“Hey, we’re all waiting in the car when
you’re ready, take your time.”
I woke up this morning and saw that
frost was forming over our pool cover and
spreading out onto the comSHORT field. I wore my favorite
STORY sweater for the funeral, the one
my mom made for me. It was an
early Christmas present, she’d said. I liked
it because it reminded me of one I had in
the eighties when I was a kid, with demure
colors and geometric shapes. I liked it
because I remembered playing Pac Man
and Donkey Kong with my brothers when I
wore it. My mother would have said it
wasn’t appropriate to wear for a funeral;
that something more muted and not so tat
tered would work better. But I figured,
since it was her funeral, she couldn’t real
ly say anything. Plus I liked that it was
falling apart.
I know guys aren’t supposed to get bent
out of shape for too much these days.
When I’d get into fights at school and get
punched in the face for talking too much
trash, I couldn’t cry about it. Now,, it seems about child support and new football uni neck after they cut her open. She loved
like all of my friends expect me to be sad forms anymore, but I think he still loves jewelry. She used to say, “It’s only money,
for her death, and I don’t want to disap her, which is why we don’t get too upset and you can’t take it with you when you
point them. Looking in my mirror at the when he waits outside for us to come to die.” This was her rationale for buying
sweater, I trailed my eyes up the Windex dinner once a week. When we went any expensive things.
We didn’t come from a lot of money. I
streaks that I missed last time my mom where with mom in her beat up little white
told me to clean, and I let myself cry for a Honda, we were all big enough to rock the remember coming home and Jake telling
minute at who I looked like in the comer of car from side to side until she would yell me that these losers in our neighborhood
from losing control. Side to side, we’d stole our food stamps for the week. But we
my eye.
I was always the quiet one when it came throw our shoulders into the red fabric, still did better than a lot of the people
to that. My grandmother made me crazy smelling of sour milk, and tip the car into around us. Driving around our town, we
with rage when she’d ask, “Whatcha one lane, and then the other. We took her would go by cornfields and trailer parks
thinkin’?” or “What are you feeling right Honda to the funeral. I sat in the back of with Ford trucks hanging in driveways like
now, Jeremy?” She thought she could the car remembering the time my mom failed “for sale” signs. They had a rusty
sweet talk my emotions out of me, but she picked me up at the public pool one sum staleness that reminded me everything
forgot that she didn’t hug her own daugh mer as a kid. The car wouldn’t go into must have been new and exciting at some
ter enough as a child, because my mom drive. Even as a child I remember knowing point in time.
Some nights it got so hot in our big
was the same way—a little closed off and that she was upset. We drove the five miles
house.
The brick and wooden panels
home
in
reverse,
running
red
lights
and
not easily trusting of others. I was the mid
dle child, like her, so I think she adored me stop signs along the way. I laughed to trapped in the heat and I would lie awake
a little more for that, and we made a nice make her feel better, and she only cried for staring at the skylight in our attic. I would
wake her up and grab Sam and Jake so we
team against the rest of the world, always a minute.
“Alright guys, we’re here,” Jake said could all go swimming at 2 a.m. During
joking about our dysfunction as a family.
We wore it like a badge around our town, still holding onto the steering wheel after the days we found things to do that didn’t
involve anything I couldn’t stand—like
turning the car off.
because everyone else was crazy too.
Sam scrunched his face and looked at shopping. We decided to take a day off
“And you guys have been divorced
since you were toddlers! Think of that, I kids playing on a swing set across the from weeding and go to the falls for lunch.
“Should we call Grandma to ask her if
didn’t figure out I was miserable until street at a park, “Can we go over there after
she wants to go?” I said. “I’ll ask her if she
for a while to play?”
much much later.”
“Sam, we have to go back to the house wants to get lunch and she’ll say no, and I
I always held the steering wheel when
my mom was making her point about any to say hello to everyone and then I can take can’t handle hearing her talk about her
thing, a hair clip usually flashing in her you for a little walk okay?” I promised dead husband.” My mom responded that
hand like a piranha. “Mom, why do you him and immediately felt like he knew way often, and unapologetically. She
would groan, sliding into our car and toss
have the heat on and the windows open in he’d be disappointed again.
“Jake, this is miserable, I wanna leave,” ing her phone and purse by my legs. The
the middle of winter?” She refused to pay
Blonde on Blonde album was always play
to get her nails done or take time for a mas I said.
Jake looked at both of us in the eye like ing that summer before she died, and I put
sage like a lot of the other moms would to
get away, but then she always loved to go our father used to, “We don’t have to stay on "Leopard Skin Pill Box Hat.”
“How funny would it be to see our
grocery shopping with me hungry, which I the whole time if we don’t want to okay?
We’ll just sit in the front, let everyone talk neighbor making love in their garage?” I
never understood.
It seemed like winter would drag on for and shake hands and hug. Grab a prayer said it, debating the sarcastic lyrics.
years, and the air skated off the hood of our card, smile at the older people, thank them “Could you imagine what the note on the
car and zig-zagged behind on the highway for coming and get home for little sand fruit basket would say? . . . Dear
like a ghost. When the maple leaves would wiches with toothpicks and whatever sugar Neighbors, we are so sorry we forgot to
start to curl open I tried to take advantage cookies are there to eat. After today it will close the garage door” I mimicked the
of every pocket of spring smell released be better but it is good to have family slow awkward written apology until my
mom picked up on my gap like it was a
into the air. Spring was the closest thing I around right now.”
To me, there was no family without my relay race of unlikely events and insults.
knew of religion. It always gave me a
"What were we thinking?” She contin
sense of wanting to break free from any mother. She gave birth to us, she raised us,
thing holding onto me. I would try to wear she gave me my favorite sweater, and she ued the letter, "I always remind my hus
my sweater as far into the spring as possi brought Sammy to the playground, and band I prefer the door to be closed but he
ble, since the season was always shifting made Jake not act like such a pain-in-the- just pretends not to hear, and I do what he
ass pseudo-father figure to us all the time. says because I’m a good wife.” When she
back to winter anyway.
I got out of the car before any of my finishes I laugh and pull at an invisible col
When I walked to school in the dead of
winter, the snow banks got so high I could brothers; thinking it would keep me from lar around my neck with bulging eyes and
n’t see the street from my tunneled side looking dizzy and weak. I ended up lean curled exaggerated nervousness. I didn’t
walk. I would pray for a mom or dad to see ing back on the car anyway, looking at the have a dad around to joke with about the
me and pick me up, but I always just ended blur of people who I was pretty sure were everyday things that happened in our town,
up curling my arms into my puffer jacket staring at me. We walked through to the my mom and I specialized in it. I’d sit qui
and clutching that sweater until my knuck back where she was. She looked stronger etly after one round of insults and watch
than she did in the hospital. I still didn’t get the trees pass, letting their shadows spo
les turned red again.
My brothers are downstairs waiting for to yell at her for making the cancer seem radically cool my face.
Ridiculous as the lyrics of Bob Dylan
me and I’m sure my dad is waiting at the like a smaller deal than it was. But before
funeral home. He never goes anywhere I could yell at her closed eyes, I started to made us feel sometimes, we would find
smile about the emerald she wanted for her ourselves applying the same absurd occurwith us, though she isn't here to nester him.

Colin Kelly

rences to our town. “Doesn’t it seem like
every fat guy with a motorcycle has an
even fatter wife behind him, Mom? They
look like they could be related.” I observed
this after remembering that 300 motorcy
cles woke me at noon days before, as they
slowed to the stoplight in front of our
house drawing out the sound until every
car alarm and dog in the neighborhood
became traumatized while adding to the
miserable cacophony.
“Most of them never leave,” my mom
said, like it was the biggest epiphany she
had ever come to. “There has to be some
kind of incest that happens among all of
these people, I swear. It’s so far from any
real city people start to look like they’re a
little retarded!” I didn’t feel bad laughing
because I remembered when we lived in
our old house, and I came home to a neigh
bor and my mom standing on our roof with
a huge rope tied around our leaning brick
chimney. I wasn’t worried about the fact
that she was standing on a slanted roof that
had been punctured years before with a
.99-cent broom stick. But the neighbor, in
stained greasy jean shorts and a cigarette
hanging out of his mouth and something
like a t-shirt seemed as if he hadn’t read
the chapter in science books about gravity.
He started to pull the lasso’d chimney
into a soon-to-be pile of dusty bricks until
my mom yelled at him to move, and the
whole mess came crashing down. I looked
at him at the time like he could have been
a useful dad, at least trying to help with the
deadlier chores, but I think for my mom it
was taking advantage of being as pretty as
she was. She gave him a beer for the road.
Our house was a circus of old people
and their awful perfume and cologne.
People were talking so quietly I sat outside
by the thawed cornfield. I had already for
gotten the funeral: What anyone said to
me, who spoke, what the priest said about
a woman who wasn’t religious. This was
probably the third time in my life our dad
came inside our house. He still looked
uncomfortable and I wished that he was
staying to at least help clean up. He could
n’t stand Grandma any more than we
could. He had places to be that didn’t have
anything to do with dead moms and weep
ing sons. It was too much for all of us, so
we all kept our distance and the house sud
denly felt colder.
I fell asleep that night in my empty room
with the lingering smell of coffee and pie.
My arms ached a little from hugging peo
ple and I didnt know why my voice felt
hoarse. A light in my room came from the
outside; the first snow of winter was begin
ning to fall and cover the disgusting frozen
leaves. I wept into my sweater, breathingin my
last of her.
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Dancing to the Beat of the Bombo
by Katie Caliva ’10
Asst. Portfolio Editor

It was very late but there were still many
people in the smoke-filled room. More
technically it was a veranda, but the smoke
was so dense that it obscured the openness,
and so it may as well have
FICTION been a room. Small men
puffed on their big cigars and
blew the fragrant smoke into
the faces of painted women in low cut
dresses. The band in the comer was releas
ing three salsas, three tangos, three salsas;
An SOS that was never noticed. And even
if it had been heard, who would have come
to the rescue? Waiters milled around serv
ing cerveza and tequila. Couples held
hands across small tables. Dancers moved
in the center, creating a whirlpool of cigar
smoke around them.
She was there in the center of it all,
dancing as though the beat of the bombo
and the beat of her heart were the same.
She was one with the smoke, the hypothet
ical room, and the music. To remove her
would create a void so tremendous that
everything else would stop. The waiters
would drop their trays; the band would
break their instruments. Even the smoke
would dissipate, exposing everyone pres
ent to the great black emptiness of the
heavens. She was beautiful in her green
dress with the ragged hem; olive skin
stretched tightly over bones and toned
muscle, glowing with the suggestion of
sweat. She was beautiful yet she danced
alone. Whether or not this was a conscious
choice was unclear. Perhaps she had
scorned all partners, preferring her solitary
worship of Apollo manifested in the form
of an Argentinean band. Or perhaps she
was too lovely, too graceful. All men want
ed her but few were brave enough to
approach her lest they disturb the rhythm
of the universe. She danced like one pos
sessed by the spirits of the ancient world,
like a medium in a trance.
He was removed from it all, sipping
some non-alcoholic drink at a table alone,
watching all the patrons, but especially
watching her. He was wishing that he had
not worn a suit in the tropics, wishing that
he had ordered a stronger drink, wishing
that he too was polluting his body and his
air with a cigar, wishing that he had not
come. Yet above all these things, he was
wishing that it was his arms in which she
moved so sensuously. He watched her and
she made him long to be everything that he
was not. No, it was more than that. By
watching her he became profoundly aware
that he was already unhappy, that he had
been so for a long while and more dis
turbingly aware that he did not see change
as a viable option.
And then the song ended and the band
leader signaled that he and his men needed
libations. Most dancers rested at tables,
leaned up against the bar, but she lingered
for a moment on the deserted dance floor.

She tossed her hair back so that it fell in
soft curls on her bare shoulders and every
man present moved over just a little bit so
that there would be room for her to sit at
his table. But she already knew where she
was going to spend this intermission
because she had felt his eyes upon her
body as she was dancing and knew that he
meant her no harm. It was as though she
could sense that he was a sweetly bum
bling fool. Perhaps she had even sensed
that he needed her, needed to come into
contact with the energetic spirits moving in
her Latin body.
Without hesitation she walked past the
other men and their dates, wives, and mis
tresses and went up to his table. Somehow
she was still moving in beat with the
bombo even though it had stopped playing.
She sat, lit a cigarette, and did not speak.
He was a mass of tremors because he had
wished for her and there she was and he
had never thought of his own desires as
powerful enough to come to pass. He
stared at her profile, too scared to speak,
move, or ask for a light. She tapped her
foot to a beat that she felt somewhere in
her body and as if in response to the sound
of her delicate shoe hitting the ground the
band returned to its post. The music start
ed up again, returning to its previous
sequence of three short, three long, three

short. She rose and stood there in front of
him, smiling more with her eyes than her
lips, stretching out her hand, still not
speaking, and yet most clearly asking him
to dance.
“No puedo bailar.” He mumbled in his
God-awful accent the only phrase of
Spanish that he knew, the phrase that he
had learned especially for this night. He
would go to a club prepared to turn down
an offer to dance. Not because he was sure
that he would get an offer, but because that
was his way, to always avoid an uncom
fortable situation. It may or may not be
surprising that he usually was uncomfort
able despite his best precautions. And
indeed his not-so-well-laid plan did go
awry that night. She did not accept his
refusal; instead she looked incredulous and
said, “No es la verdad. Puedes bailar.”
Perhaps if he had known more Spanish
he would have been curious about her use
of the familiar tu instead of the formal
usted. But he did not know more Spanish
and so he let her lead him out on to the
dance floor because he had no idea what
she had just said to him and because he
was a doormat and that is what doormats
do. And sometimes doormats are lucky
like he was lucky that night.
She was the best thing that had ever
walked all over him.

This isn’t about sex. This is about a 34
year old American accountant faced with a
beautiful girl asking him to step out of his
box. He was every inch the stereotypical
accountant, every stigma attached to the
job was true in him. Shy to his own detri
ment, never standing up for his wants
among friends, at work, or with strangers.
His self-esteem was once recorded by the
company psychologist as having a nega
tive numerical value. The last woman he
could remember dancing with was an awk
ward girl he took to his senior prom. He
repeatedly stepped on her toes and she
promptly dumped him.
On the dance floor she led, but never let
him know it. They moved together awk
wardly at first. He was cumbersome and
weighed down by self doubt but like air
mixed into a heavy batter, she lightened
him. He closed his eyes, feeling the music:
feeling her heart beat against his chest, and
thus feeling the bombo. He shed his histo
ry, his reputation. For the first time he pre
tended to be different, stronger, better. He
focused on the music, the girl, and most
especially that drum.
The other men at the bar watched with
envy and lust. Everyone knew that the man
who danced the last song with a woman
was supposed to bring her home. For them,
it was all about sex. Because they were
successful businessmen who hired bicho
raros like him to do their books, and they
could not understand why she would pos
sibly choose him over them. They were the
same type of men who, back in America,
had roared with laughter when he had
requested a week off to travel to Argentina.
Their world was one of straight lines and
fixed stereotypes. They made no
allowances for a man being more than his
job. And for far too long they had con
vinced him that they were right.
The song ended; the bar closed. He
drove her home. She kissed his cheek, and
then he drove back to his hotel. In his jour
nal he wrote “Went to club, spent 40
USD.” No comments about a night of
almost-passion, because this was never
about sex. It was about something greater,
so monolithic that it almost suffocated him
as he tried to put it into words, and so he
only wrote “spent 40 USD.”
The next day he boarded a plane and
returned to his home and to his job. His
boss asked how his vacation was and he
mumbled something about customs. The
boss smirked and headed to find some of
the other high powered players in the
office. They no doubt had a pool going
about whether or not he would get laid or
do anything interesting at all while abroad.
They loved thinking themselves to be right
about everything. He, always a compas
sionate man, decided to not jostle their
world. So he went back to his daily routine
of crunching numbers and swallowed his
secret. But, as soon as his boss rounded the
comer, he touched his cheek, smiled, and
wondered where he could buy a bombo.

Screaming in a Crowded Room
Sam McVay ’09
Portfolio Staff

by

Hillary lay in bed after dinner, making a
mental checklist of what she had eaten that
day. No breakfast. Hillary wasn’t a morn
ing person and as usual had stayed in bed
until the last minute, barely
FICTION making it to her 9:30 a.m.
class. Lunch at Ray: A grilled
chicken Caesar wrap with too
much dressing to be really healthy.
For dinner: Salad, chicken marsala, and
a mountain of garlic mashed potatoes
flowing with gravy that reminded her of
family dinners at home when she was
younger and everyone still sat down for
dinner together every night.
Hillary tried not to eat carbs. Still, it
wouldn’t have been so bad, she thought, if
it was just the mashed potatoes. She
shouldn’t have had the frozen yogurt. At
least it wasn’t ice cream. But the sugar
cookie too?
It wasn’t that Hillary thought she was
fat. No, Hillary liked her body.
In high school, her mother had often
hinted that Hillary would look better -if she

losta alittle
littleweight.
weight.ItItwasn
wasn
thatshe
shewas
was about
lost
’t’tthat
about heinv
being nrettv
pretty, her
her mother
mother mid
told her
her
fat—no, no, not fat—but she had a small how she could be prettier.
frame that was made to carry less weight.
Hillary had started feeling better about
She didn’t need to lose a lot of weight, herself in college. She was eating healthier
only a few, maybe 10 or 15, pounds.
and going to the gym. She was always
But I don’t eat that much, Hillary would busy and she skipped a few meals here and
protest. It’s not how much you eat, it’s there, when there just wasn’t time to get to
what, her mother would say. Eat some car the cafeteria. She had already lost weight
rot sticks ifyou get hungry.
when she got really sick right before win
Hillary hated her mother’s comments. ter break and couldn’t eat for a week. For a
She wanted to be happy with herself. She while after she got better, the thought of
didn’t want to care about what she looked food still made her sick and she didn’t eat
like. That’s not what matters, she would more than once a day. Some days she did
tell herself. But sometimes she stood in n’t eat.
front of her mirror and hated the way her
At school after break, her roommates
clothes looked on her body. You shouldn’t were surprised by how much weight she
wear tight clothes, her mother said, they had lost. Everyone told her how great she
make you look chubby. And Hillary bought looked. Hillary didn’t care about losing
her clothes a size bigger.
more weight because she loved the way
When Hillary went to dances and her she looked now.
friends were asked to dance more than she
Now Hillary was eating normally again
was, she would go home and cry to her and as always, terrified of putting the
mother. Why doesn’t anyone want me? She weight back on. As she thought about her
wanted her mother to tell her that she was dinner that night, she knew she could make
pretty and someday someone would want the calories disappear.
her, want her more than anyone else. But
She remembered her endocrinologist
Hillary knew she just wasn’t pretty talking about diabetic women who didn’t
enough.-And while- she- fried -not -to care take their insulin iw order-to lose weight.

a already been dmrm
She i,„
had
doing it
it then
then and
and
wondered if he knew.
She didn’t have to do anything. If she
didn’t take her insulin, her body wouldn’t
be able to store the glucose she had eaten
and it would build up in her blood stream.
The calories she had consumed would be
purged by her kidneys, working over-time
to flush the excess glucose from her body.
Starving for food, her body would begin
breaking down its own fat cells, making
her thin. And making her sick.
Hillary remembered how she had cried
at her last appointment when her levels
came back high again and her doctor asked
her if she wanted to lose her eyesight or
have her limbs amputated qr her kidneys
fail. Did she want to die young?
Hillary was afraid of what she was
doing to her body. She knew that if she
took care of herself she could live a normal
life. But she couldn’t believe it would hap
pen to her. . .
She had almost stopped doing it com
pletely at school that year, but now she had
to stay thin. It’s OK, she told herself, just
today. She would eat better tomorrow. She
would take-care-of herself tomorrow.**- •
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Attack
by

Alex Donnelly ’09
Portfolio Staff

In the War Room,
We lay it down,
Spread it out,
The only way to figure it out.
We all agree
You don’t attack them
Where it doesn’t hurt.

Reluctant Morning
By Nicole Amaral ’10
Portfolio Staff

We could go for the hard drives
And memory cardsAfter all,
Computers have all the answers.
How long do you think
Until they start holding them back?

Morning;
Beams gently conquer the serene darkness.
Their invisible touch prods you awake.
Pull the covers over your head.
It’s warm, and safe.
Find sleep again, pleasantly heavy eyelids...
Sweet hypnotic silence...
Shattered. A chorus
Of angry alarm clocks erupt,
Announcing the triumphant return
Of a new day. Peek out reluctantly.
Smack them silent.
Curse.
Sink under the blankets.
Try to find sleep but sleep has gone.
Alarms erupt again.
Feet find the cold floor.

We could make everything go black
Or white.
We have a lot of options there.
But wait,
The president just got married.
How sweet. How lovely.
How marketable.

The one sure bet is:
Everyone stops
When there is a hostage.

“Poetry is not a turning loose of emotion, but an escape from emo
tion; it is not the expression of personality, but an escape from per
sonality. But, of course, only those who have personality and emo

tions know what it means to want to escape from these things?
—T. S. Eliot

Tiffany&Earl
Making PC an emotional y stable
place, one letter at a time...

Dear Amanda,
You
are
not
alone! Way back
when I was a junior,
which was not so
long ago, I had so
many
friends
(including myself)
who went to JRW
with guy friends or
even guys they were
set up with, and it isn’t a big deal.
I know that this technique can be a little
awkward and hard to master because you
don’t want to hurt the guy’s feelings.
First, get a gauge on how he feels about
you. If he just sees you as another one of
his friends, then great—you’re all set.
However, if he is expecting that this is the
special night where you’re legally bound
to him by the code of JRW, then you may
have another issue.
If I were you, make it clear off the bat
that you are doing this as a social thing to
be celebrated with everyone—walk around
a lot and don’t stay by his side like you
need him. This should be a fun night for
you and him so be respectful and make
sure that you enjoy yourself.
I think that if you put in the time to take
pictures and have some cocktails with your
date, you are doing your job. Throw in a
dance or two and then branch out and do
what you want if need be. Maybe you’ll
end up surprising yourself and actually
having fun with him and your friends and
wanting to hang out the whole night any
way. Things could go better than expected.
Besides, everyone knows JRW is what
dreams are made of.

This Week...
JRW ---- making and breaking
relationships since 1952

Dear Tiffany & Earl,

The weekend I have been waiting for is finally here—Junior Ring
Weekend! I am a junior and will be going for the first time in my col
lege career and I am so excited. I have an appointment set up to get
my hair, nails, and makeup done and I worked really hard to save up
for an amazing dress for formal night (not to mention a very enticing
number for club night). My only problem is the date ... I am going
with this guy who asked me and who I kind of know, but not that
well. What is the etiquette for hanging out with your JRW date? I
want to have fun with my girlfriends, dance with everyone, and not
feel tied down to one person, especially when I don’t even know him
that well. Help!
—Amanda

Dear Anonymous,
Educated, with
money
You’re well
dressed, not funny
Not much to say
in most conversa
tions
But, you'll put the
bill in all situations
'cause you'll pay
for everything
Girls don't like boys girls like cars and
money
Boys will laugh at girls when they're
not funny
Paper or plastic
don't matter She'll have it
Vacations and shopping sprees
These are a few of her favorite things
She'll get what she wants if she's will
ing to please
Your type of girl always comes with a
fee
Hey now there's nothing for free
Girls don't like boys girls like cars and
money
Boy will laugh at girls when they're not
funny
like these girls like these boys and
these boys like these girls
And the girls with the bodies don't like
boys from Clubbies

NOBODY LIKES YOU!

Have a burning question that needs answering?
Write to Tiffany and Earl!
AskTiffanyEarl@yahoo. com

. . . and for you Amanda, if you didn’t
want to go with your date you shouldn’t
have had him pay for you! BOO YEAH!

November 8, 2007

Advertisement

The Cowl 19

Sports

20 The Cowl

November 8, 2007

Friars Scoreboard
Scores — Standings — Statistics — Schedules -- Standouts

Standouts

Abby Maguire

Jennifer Smith

Women’s Field Hockey
Senior-—Southbury, Conn.

Women’s Ice Hockey
Freshman—St. Albans, Vt.

Maguire was named to the Big East All
Tournament Team after scoring both of
Providence’s goals in a shutout of Louisville in
the conference semifinals.

Smith was the winning goalie in PC’s 3-2 win
over Boston College on Tuesday, Oct. 30. She
stopped 23 of the 25 shots fired her way.

Scores

Schedules

Thursday 11/1

Friday 11/9

Men’s Hockey vs. Boston University

L, 5-2

Men’s Hockey vs. Maine
Women’s Basketball at Brown

W, 86-72

Saturday 11/10

7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Friday 11/2
Men’s Basketball vs. Carleton University

Saturday 11/3
L, 165-133
L, 168-132
W, 2-0
L, 3-0

Men’s Swimming vs. Fairfield
Women’s Swimming vs. Fairfield
Women’s Field Hockey vs. Louisville
Men’s Soccer at West Virginia

Swimming at Montclair State
Women’s Hockey vs. Vermont
Men’s Hockey at Maine
Cross Country at NCAA Northeast Regionals

11:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m.

Sunday 11/11
Women’s Hockey vs. Dartmouth

2:00 p.m.

Sunday 11/4
L, 190-87
L, 1-0

Men’s Swimming at Boston College
Women’s Field Hockey vs. Connecticut

Tuesday 11/13
Women’s Basketball vs. Hartford

7:00 p.m.

Tuesday 11/6
Women’s Hockey vs. Northeastern University

L, 5-4

Wednesday 11/7
Men’s Soccer vs. Cincinnati
Women’s Volleyball at Central Connecticut State

L, 5-4
L, 3-1

Standings
Men’s Big East Blue Soccer (11/6)
Teams

BIG EAST

Overall

Connecticut
Notre Dame
West Virginia

8-2-1
7-0-4
7-3-1

15-2-1
10-3-5
12-5-1

Providence

5-4-2

9-6-2

Georgetown
Seton Hall
Pittsburgh
Marquette

5-5-1
3-8-0
1-9-1
1-9-1

7-10-1
7-11-0
3-13-2
2-12-4

Women’s Big East Field Hockey East Final
Standings
Connecticut
Louisville
Providence
Syracuse
Villanova
Rutgers
Georgetown

BIG EAST
5-1
5-1
4-2
3-3
3-3
1-5
0-6

Pct
.833
.833
.667
.500
.500
.167
.000

Overall
20-2
14-6
14-8
12-7
11-7
8-11
2-15

Pct
.909
.700
.636
.632
.611
.421
.118

Tournament Final Results: Connecticut 1, Providence 0
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Providence Falls to BU
by

Ryan Holt ’09
Sports Staff

For the Providence College Men’s
Hockey Team, last Thursday night, Nov. 1,
began with so much promise. The Friars
returned home to Schneider Arena fresh
off an undefeated weekend,
MEN’S where they earned their
HOCKEY first win of the season and it
looked like things may be
getting better in Friartown. Now, the
always-tough Boston University Terriers
were visiting Providence for a Hockey
East showdown.
Early on, it was the Friars’ game. They
began the first period with a bang, with
junior Matt Taormina scoring on a shorthanded goal on assists from sophomores
John Cavanagh and Greg Collins to give
the Friars the early 1-0 advantage. The
goal ignited the pitifully small student
crowd in Schneider.
“We just jumped in, saw the opportuni
ty, and capitalized,” said Taormina.
The rest of the period included some
more attempts at the goal by the Friars, but
all were stopped by BU’s Brett Bennett.
On the BU side, there were also some
chances; these were stopped by junior
Chris Mannix.
The second period was all Terriers.
Three goals were scored in total. BU tied
the game at 1-1 just five minutes into the
period on a goal from Kevin Shattenkirk
off a 4-on-l breakaway which capped over
a minute of shots on Mannix.
The game would remain tied until about
seven minutes later when Eric Gryba
scored on a freakish goal, which seemed to
bounce off every stick on the ice to put it
in the net. BU added some insurance in the
final minute of the second as Ryan Weston
put one in. They went into second inter
mission holding a 3-1 lead.
The Friars had several great opportuni
ties to score, but ran into some great saves
by Bennett. Attempt after attempt was
turned away.
They remained persistent, though, and
with just under four minutes to go in the
game, senior co-captain Jon Rheault
scored, putting the Friars within one at 3-

2. Like the first, this goal was also made
while short-handed.
The momentum would not last, but the
Terriers’ power play did. Just a minute later,
BU’s Peter MacArthur extended the lead to 42. They slammed the door shut with an
empty-netter from Chris Higgins in the final
minute. The Friars fell 5-2 to BU.
The Terriers beat the Friars at their own
game; out-shooting the opponent. They
finished the night with 34 shots, as
opposed to the Friars’ 22. The Friar
defense could not clear the pucks when
they needed to, and it cost them. And on
offense, they rarely were given second
chances.
“It was definitely a tough game. Coach
talked to us about not coming out. We
weren’t competing as a whole. Were not
happy about it,” said Rheault. “They out
worked us on all the little battles.”
The feeling around the locker room
seemed to center around giving too much
thought to the idea of BU.
“We battled hard .We gave them too
much respect,” said Taormina.
All in all, it was a tough night for the
Friars. Not all is lost, however. The two
short-handed goals are an encouraging
sign. Also, the Friars did not play their best
game Thursday, but still were in the game
against BU. It’s a young season, it’s a
young team. Patience should be the word
used here; this team will certainly get bet
ter down the road.
The loss drops the Friars to 1-5-1, 1-2-1
in the Hockey East.
They return to the ice this weekend for a
two game road trip against nationally
ranked and perennial power Maine. As
always, this match up will pose a challenge
to the Friars, but it is one they are looking
forward to.
“It’s tough but fun to play up there. We’ll
be excited and fired up,” said Rheault.
The Friars will need to get into it quick
ly this weekend. They will need to be per
sistent and consistent if they want to win.
“We just need to go up there and play them
tough. We need to play our game; good things
will come from that. We can’t allow too many
shots. We need to get on top early, take the
crowd out of it,” said Taormina.

Soccer: The Best of PC Soccer
continued from back page

just two shots on goal. WVU’s Zach
Johnson earned the shutout while Murray
made five saves in the loss.
“We were missing players and we had
some yellow card issues,” said Daley. “We
are not strangers to this and we still tried to
take care of business.”
The loss to West Virginia was the
team’s seventh this year. The Friars fin
ished 2007 with a 9-7-2 record, 5-5-2 in

the Big East. Although the team lost
some tough matches, Daley knows that
his team’s worth stretches far beyond the
final standings.
“I am unbelievably proud and honored
to be associated with this year’s senior
class,” he said. “They carried the torch.
They are the only group to experience both
the worst of PC soccer and the best. It is a
huge dissatisfaction to end on this note and
they didn’t deserve it, but we will try to
move on.”
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The Sports Boss Previews the NBA
ment and head coach are a mess, they put out
a pretty good team. If Stephon Marbury can
concentrate on this year and feed the beast
For all of the hoopsters out there, I apolo that is known as Eddie Curry, the Knicks will
gize for not getting a National Basketball be a playoff team.
League preview out earlier. With baseball
Here are your Western Conference
wrapping up, football heating up, it is time to playoff teams: Phoenix, San Antonio,
look at the start-up of the 07- Utah, Dallas, Houston, Denver, Golden
SPORTS 08 NBA season. All those State and the LA Clippers.
BOSS Celtic fans out there know
Here’s why: Phoenix, San Antonio and
that the Kevin Garnett trade Utah will win their respective divisions.
was the biggest off-season move in the sum The Suns and 2007 champion Spurs
mer. While beloved former PC Friar, Ryan always get the job done, especially in the
Gomes will be harder to follow now that he is regular season. In the playoffs, you cannot
in Minnesota, the “C’s” have become what bet against the San Antonio. While they
most experts predict to be the front runner of might not have the most regular season
the Eastern Conference. With the additions of wins, they always heat up in the playoffs.
Garnett and Ray Allen to Paul Pierce, there is
Utah had a fantastic run last year, as
serious buzz that they can bring a title back to Carlos Boozer has become one of the best
the NBA’s greatest franchise.
players in the game. There is no way
Is it a serious possibility or a mere hope to Dallas or Denver does not make the play
make Boston the city of champions? One offs with all of their firepower. My sur
thing is for sure. It was a move that Danny prise pick should not come as a surprise,
Ainge had to make to keep his job. Another and I’m not talking about Golden State.
poor finish in the weak Eastem-Atlantic divi It’s the LA Clippers. Under Mike
sion and he would no longer be their general Dunleavy Sr. they play an unselfish style
manager. In hopes to bring a championship of basketball. Sam Cassel, though incredi
quickly, he might have traded away the bly old, still gets the job done at point
fiiture. If you live for the moment, you have guard and Elton Brand has been a very
to like the move. They can battle Cleveland, productive power-forward in a conference
Chicago, Miami and Detroit with what I see that has so many of them. They must
as the hardest player to guard. At 6’11”, improve their road record but I look at
Garnett is too tall for most power forwards, them as the better L.A. team than the Kobe
but too quick for centers. He creates huge Bryant-led Lakers.
mismatches that the sharpshooter Allen will
The Boss’s five favorite NBA players
get to take advantage of when teams try to to watch:
double team Garnett.
5) Tim Duncan. It isn’t pretty but he is
The biggest question for the Celtics is can the quiet force that led the Spurs to anoth
they all get along. Pierce will have to get er title (four in nine years). Nobody likes a
used to plays being designed for Garnett and bank shot unless it’s called. Tim Duncan is
Allen when the game is on the line. There is the king of using the glass.
no doubt the Celtics will make the playoffs.
4) Allen Iverson. Growing up, he was my
The question is how far they will go and can favorite player to watch. Nobody commands
they take the title away from the Detroit more attention for his size. His quickness and
Pistons as the Eastern team to beat. Even ability to finish at the hoop was the only rea
with all of this optimism, the Celtics would son Philadelphia made the playoffs, while he
only be the third or fourth best team in the was still there. Look up his crossover vs.
Western Conference.
Michael Jordan on Youtube.
Here are your Eastern Conference play
3) Bruce Bowen. Who? Bowen has been
off teams: Detroit, Boston, Orlando, one of the best defensive players over the
Chicago, Cleveland, New Jersey, Miami, past few years. He blanketed James in the
and New York.
finals last year and Richard Hamilton in
Here’s why: Detroit, Boston, and Orlando 2004. Bowen has been elected seven times
will be your division winners. Detroit has to the NBA All-Defensive First and
been the top dog of the east for the past five Second Teams. If you like hard nosed
years though for some reason cannot always defenders, he is your guy.
gel when their season is on the line. They are
2) Lebron James. There might not be
getting older so their chances will begin to another dunker in NBA history that can jump
run out. The Pistons have two or three more as high as “King James”. His improving jump
years to make a serious push for another shot has made defenders play him tighter,
championship. Boston has to show me they which only means more dunks.
can beat Detroit while mopping up the
1) Steve Nash. “Hair Canada” is a twoAtlantic division in order to take the top spot. time MVP and the generator of the run and
Orlando will win the southeast, because of gun Phoenix Suns. The guy has so much
the continual improvement of big man energy and it seems his team is always in a
Dwight Howard and the fact that the transition offense. His vision on the court is
Southeast isn’t very good. My surprise pick is unparalleled, drives to the hoop and can hit
New York. Though the team’s upper manage the three-pointer.
by

Bradley Chen ’08
Sports Staff
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PC Faces Rough Waters
by

John Butler ’ll
Sports Staff

Every team has up weeks and down
weeks. Teams are not judged by how many
down weeks they have, but rather, how
they respond to the challenges of those try
ing weeks, where, in spite
SWIMMING of grueling practices and
AND DIVING spirited competition, a
win is just not in the stars.
For the Providence College Men’s and
Women’s Swimming Teams, it has been
one of those weeks. The men’s team went
head-to-head three times in a matter of five
days against Rhode Island, Fairfield, and
Boston College, losing each meet by
scores of 168-85, 165-133, and 180-97,
respectively. The women fared similarly,
dropping a 181-88 decision at Rhode
Island and a 168-132 loss against Fairfield.
The men’s most recent meet against BC
on Sunday, Nov. 4, proved to be an excit
ing contest, but one in which the Eagles’
depth was the Friars’ Achilles’ heel.
Boston outnumbered the Friars three men
to one, and was able to grab enough first
and second places to defeat PC. Friars
Head Coach John O’Neill noted his team’s
small numbers, but said that the squad did
what he wanted them to do.
“We were trying to find the right combi
nations and the right roles for people to
excel,” he said. “But we have to take into
account what’s best for the individual, and
what’s best for the overall picture. They
got out there and raced tough, and that’s all
we asked them to do.”
In spite of the depth chart disparity,
the Friars managed to decisively win a
number of races. The 200-yard freestyle
relay team of junior Justin Rich, fresh
man Brian Silva, and sophomores Matt
Card and Owen Hughes remained unde
feated on the season. The team recorded
a time of 1:33.50 against the Eagles in
what proved to be championship-level
relay swimming.
Rich also had a win on his own, winning
the 50-yard freestyle with a time of 23.31,
and his relay-mate Card helped the Friar
cause with a first place finish in the 100yard butterfly in a time of 55.97. A host of
other second- and third-place finishes
paced the day for the Friars, which is
impressive, considering the small amount
of rest the team had last week. This,
according to O’Neill, was good prepara
tion for his young squad, which will be
faced with even less rest during champi
onship meets.
“This was a good opportunity for what
championship swimming is like,” he said,
“because you have to learn to get up the
next day and go out there and swim.”
“It’s always grueling going into back-toback meets, but we stepped up and swam
as well on Sunday as we did on Saturday,”
said Rich.
For Rich, there is much to be happy
about, because in his estimation, this Friar
squad is the fastest it has been in years. He
attributes his individual success to this
year’s team, and its tenacity.
“I try to build off the energy of the team
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Remember, Cowl readers ... we want to

hear from you! Just e-mail your questions
either about PC sports or sports in general to

every day at practice. Coach [O’Neill] has
cowlsports@gmail.com, and we’ll do our
us doing some good stuff,” Rich said.
best to answer them—and stir up a little
Swimming against Fairfield on
Saturday, Nov. 3, was a test of that work
debate if we can!
ethic, and both the men’s and women’s
teams made runs in the second half of the
Thanks,
meet. Fairfield, however, was able to halt
The Cowl Sports Staff
the Friar charge with the points they had
garnered during the first half of the meet.
Still, on the women’s side, junior Blair
Flynn continued her increasingly impres
Where will the Providence College Men’s Basketball Team finish in
sive season. She swam in four events and
the Big East standings in 2008 and why?
took first in each. Having dominated the
50-meter freestyle in a time of 29.00, the
100-meter freestyle in 1:01.57, the 100If the Friars’ win over Carleton on
This will now be the third year that the
meter butterfly in 1:10:00, and pacing her Friday, Nov. 2, was an indicator of things class of ’09 (Geoff McDermott, Sharaud
400-meter relay team to first place, Flynn to come, expect the Friars to pull out 10 Curry, Jonathan Kale, Weyimni Efejuku) will
showed that her intense work at practice is Big East victories this season, and finish play together and in my opinion, they and the
translatable to success in competition.
rest of the Friars are ready to make the leap
; ahead of Villanova.
“It was a great team effort against
The Friars will make a run in the Big into the upper echelon of the Big East.
Fairfield,” O’Neill said. “We had a lot of East Tournament for three reasons:
It won’t be an easy task for the Friars,
girls who had been injured come back, and Continuity of roster, a new weapon in Jeff but they will be a factor in the league for a
they swam great.”
Xavier, and more experience than your number of reasons. For one, Geoff
In particular, the Friars welcomed back average college squad. The resulting sum McDermott is finally healthy. McDermott
senior Jessica McCarthy to the lineup, and is a potent offense.
is one of the Big East’s most versatile play
were glad to have junior Christine
The 11 returning Friars from the ers but has been slowed down in both his
Bonagura in competition, in spite of a bad 2006-07 campaign are poised to pick up freshman and sophomore seasons due to
case of bronchitis. Having these veterans where they left off last season. The win injury. This year he enters the season with
back in action, and swimmers like Flynn to loss column fails to do justice to the a clean bill of health and appears primed
lead the way, the entire team is coming final games of the 2006-07 season, dur for a dominant season which helped him
together nicely.
ing which juniors Weyinmi Efejuku and gamer preseason all Big East honors.
“Blair and Jess have been great,” said Sharaud Curry were leading an offen
Another aspect that will help the Friars
freshman Alexis Fatigati. “They’re role sive onslaught. Once Curry returns to is their improved depth. Last year the
models for all of us and they’re so fast.”
■ the lineup, this trend will continue.
Friars usually only went six or seven men
The men were able to register a number of
A fine complement to Efejuku and deep in games, which greatly limited them
first- and second-place finishes which kept Curry at the top of the key will be Xavier, defensively. This year the Friars add trans
them, like the women’s squad, in competi who sat out last season as a transfer stu fer Jeff Xavier, as well as three freshmen
tion until the very end against Fairfield. dent, but practiced with the team. In which will allow PC to play as many as 10
Freshman Jordan Emerick had another good Xavier is a keen ball-handler and rebound people in any given game.
day off of the diving board, and juniors Ryan er that knows the Friar offense, but is
In 2001, Head Coach Tim Welsh had
Clark, Chris Ray, and sophomore Tim Reilly unknown to the other powerhouses of the similar personnel to this year’s team and
recorded straight second place finishes in the Big East.
was able to run players in and out which
100-meter breaststroke, backstroke, and but
The Friars’ tour of Italy against six allowed the Friars to play up-tempo
terfly, respectively.
premier Italian teams gives them the style basketball. That 2001 team made
Reilly had a good performance at Rhode upper hand heading into conference the NCAA tournament and I fully expect
Island on Wednesday, Oct. 31, with two sec play. Expect the Friars to win many this year’s squad to follow suit and do
ond place finishes in the 100-yard and 200- games in the fashion of their come- the same. Being a major player in the
yard backstroke events, and a first place fin from-behind victory over Premiata Big East standings will be no easy task.
ish in the 200-yard individual medley, in a Montegranero by a score of 84-83.
The league is loaded with talent and
stellar time of 2:09.39. Nick Trilla followed
If the starters remain healthy, then the could receive as many as nine NCAA
up with a 56.29 victoiy in the 100-yard but offense will carry the Friars three rounds tournament bids, which would be a
terfly, and the Friar 200-yard freestyle relay , into the Big East Tournament. However, record for any major conference.
team, which is rapidly gaining a reputation of | the best offense is a good defense, and in
The Friars will finish with an 11-7
excellence, notched another win.
| order for the Friars to be considered a league record which will leave them in
Distance events were a bright spot for the feared member of the upper half of the Big sixth place in the Big East conference. And
women’s team against Rhode Island, as fresh East, the defense will have to deliver, and in a league as good as the Big East will be
man Courtney Larcom snatched first in the that means rebounds and blocked shots by this year, a sixth-place finish means the
1000-yard freestyle in 11:11.91, and second | juniors Geoff McDermott and Jon Kale.
Friars will be dancing come March.
in the 500-yard freestyle in 5:22.60. The
—Dan Ollquist ’10
—John Butler ’11
Friars finished off strong with a victory in the
200-yard individual medley by junior Lauren
Sepe in 2:22.83, and a victoiy by the 200Don’t forget to visit thecowl.com each week
yard freestyle relay team, which won on solid
performances by Flynn, Larcom, Fatigati,
to vote in our new PCI Readers’ Poll!
and sophomore Carrie Lamb.
Last week’s results:
“We’re training really hard, and we’re
hoping to get better as the season goes on,”
Fatigati said.
Who will win this week’s battle of the
The Friars’ next dual meet is at
NFL unbeatens—the New England
PCI
Montclair State on Saturday, Nov. 10,
Patriots or the Indianapolis Colts?
though both squads are preparing dili
gently for the Harold Anderson
Invitational, the first championship set
86 % Drew Goucher—the Indianapolis Colts
ting of the season, which will be held on
14 % Ryan Holt—the New England Patriots
Friday, Nov. 30.

PC Closes Out Regular Season with a Loss at CCSU
by

Mollie Quinn ’09
Sports Staff

The 2007 season for the Providence
College Women’s Volleyball Team is one
that will go down in history as one of its
most successful yet. Its 18-10 record so far
this season is the result
WOMEN’S of hard work, determiVOLLEYBALL nation, and team chem
istry both in games and
in practices. Their 18 wins mark the high
est win total since 1997, when the Friars
earned 21 victories.
The Friars finished their regular season
with a match at Central Connecticut State
University on Wednesday, Nov. 7. The
team was looking to build some momen
tum going into the National Independent
Tournament next week.
Unfortunately, the team ended up on the
short end of the 3-1 score.
The Friars led early in both the first and
the fourth games, but they were unable to
hold these leads. Junior Sara Sheehan fin

ished with 45 assists while senior Sara
Fleming led all players with 20 kills.
“Our goal was for a .500 record; having
surpassed that, we are definitely satisfied
and are right where we want to be at this
point in the season,” said Head Coach
Margot Royer. “A couple of close games
slipped away from us, but we were also
able to win some challenging games that
we hadn’t been able to in the past.”
Since the start of the season, the team has
made great strides in their skill level. The
Friars walked away with a win in their fourth
annual home tournament. A few weeks later
the team traveled to Kingston, R.I., to meet
up with in-state rival URI, a team known for
its high level of competition. The Friars bat
tled URI in a close match, but unfortunately
were defeated 3-2.
After winning to a number of highly
ranked teams this season, the Friars not
only strengthened their skill level but also
increased their confidence.
“Even if you have the skill, you still
need the mindset that you eapfwin,’’

said Royer. “Now we are able to take
that positive mentality with us into
every game.”
In addition, the Providence volleyball team
has displayed its commitment not only on the
court but also in the classroom this season.
Four players were named to the 2007
Division I Independent All-American team
including seniors Kasey Adinolfi and
Fleming, junior Elizabeth Flynn, and sopho
more Abby Majewski.
On Wednesday, Oct. 31, the Friars
defeated Hartford 3-1 with scores of 3028, 24-30, 30-26, and 30-27. The hard
fought victory is one that both coach and
players are extremely proud of.
“It was the first time we beat them
[Hartford] in my eight years coaching
here, so that was refreshing,” said Royer.
Helping lead the Friars to a victory was
Fleming, by registering a double-double in
kills (16) and digs (12).
After the game, Royer commented on
Fleming’s immense contribution to the win.
“She is a very smart player, having the

unique ability to find the open space on the
court,” said Royer.
Junior Jeanette Toney had a solid match
with 14 kills and six blocks. Flynn worked
hard on the court, finishing the match with
12 kills and a match-high hitting percent
age of .440. Majewski also had 12 kills.
Sheehan played a key role in the Friar suc
cess, recording 47 assists and six digs in
the four game victoiy.
“I have seen a huge improvement from the
outside hitters and also decided to try some
new defensive alignments,” said Royer. “In
the end the whole thing ticked and we were
able to come together for a win.”
On Friday, Nov. 16, the Friars will trav
el to Orem, Utah, to compete in the
National Independent Tournament. This
tournament will wrap up the 2007 season
and the Friars are looking to go out on top.
“We are facing our toughest competition
now at the end of the season, so we just need
to stay focused and committed in order to fin
ish on a positive note,” said Royer.
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Friar Comeback Effort Against Northeastern Falls Short
by

Erin Redihan ’08
Sports Editor

As any successful team knows, it is the
little things more often than not that win
games. Granted, over the course of the sea
son, there will be games with their share of
highlight reel plays, but for
WOMEN’S the most part, good teams
HOCKEY win because they are con
sistent and stick to the
basics of hockey.
These are things that the Providence
College Women’s Ice Hockey Team has
been trying to do since the season began.
So far, the team has met with little success.
The Friars went into their matchup with
Hockey East rival Northeastern on
Tuesday, Nov. 6, looking for their second
win of the season. Instead, they skated
away on the short end of a 5-4 score.
“We were coming off a great game
against Boston College,” said Providence
Head Coach Bob Deraney. “I thought we’d
found ourselves. I thought we had found
our style and then we came out flat and
kind of reverted back to the type of team
we can’t be.”
Northeastern got on the board first with
a power play goal at 13:08 in the first peri
od. The Huskies doubled their lead just 13
seconds later with a goal from Annie
Hogan. They added a third point at 15:34.
“Basically we were doing the opposite of
our game plan in the first period,” said senior
Danielle Tangredi. “We were playing individ
ual hockey. Our minds weren’t in the right
spot and basically [Deraney] asked us to look
within ourselves. You could tell we did in the
second period when we got all those goals
despite our penalties.”
Providence started a comeback by capi
talizing on a NU penalty at 17:02. Senior
Sarah Feldman sent a pass from classmate
Kathleen Smith into the net to cut the
deficit to two.
“Obviously our record isn’t the best
right now, so we need to stick to the
basics,” said Tangredi. “Pretty much make
sure we do safe plays, just basically stick
to the fundamentals.”

Senior Danielle Tangredi
scored her first goal as a
Friar in the second peri
od of the team’s 5-4 loss
to Northeastern on
Tuesday, Nov. 6. Her
goal was one of three in
the second frame for PC.
This week, the Friars
will face Vermont and
Dartmouth at home.
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

The Friars tied up the game with a
strong second period. Freshman Alyse
Ruff took a rebound from senior Rachel
Crissy’s shot and scored her third goal in
six games this year. Then, in the final
minute of the frame, Tangredi scored her
first goal in a Providence uniform to even
things off. Smith and senior Kelli Doolin
assisted on the play.
“We needed to play better fundamental
hockey,” Deraney said. “We had to get the
puck out of our end and into theirs, don’t
pass up a shot and get the rebounds.”
Husky Chelsea Jones put the game out of
reach for PC in the final period when she

scored two power play goals in a span of less
than two minutes. Providence freshman Jean
O’Neill brought her team within one with
nine minutes to play, but that was all the
Friars would get offensively.
Senior Katy Beach took a shot with less
than six seconds to play, but it went wide
to the right to give the Huskies their first
win of the season.
“It’s hard to win games when you’re
shorthanded basically the whole period,”
Tangredi said.
Penalties were definitely a factor in
Tuesday’s loss; the Friars had six players
spend a total of 29 minutes in the box.

Hoops: Headed to Puerto Rico Tip-Off
continued from back page

of the game to start the second half, build
ing their lead to 21 points off a dunk from
freshman Jamine Peterson with 11 minutes
to play. Carleton battled back, however,
outscoring PC 10-5 in the final three min
utes to close the gap to 14.
“In the second half, we had breakdowns
in the last 10 minutes,” said Welsh. “In
order to be a good team, we have to have a
killer instinct.. . .They scored pretty much
at will the last seven minutes.”
McDermott led PC in scoring with 15
points while Kale finished with 12.
Freshman Alex Kellogg was impressive in
his collegiate debut, going 4-4 from the
foul line and totalling six points and two
steals in 15 minutes.
Providence showed some improvement
over last season from the free throw line. The

Friars shot 23-29 or 79.6%, 10% higher than
last year. Sophomore big man Ray Hall’s
performance is a good example of this—four
of Hall’s eight points came from the charity
stripe. The Friars also controlled the boards
all night, out-rebounding the Ravens 39-16.
McDermott and Kale led Providence with
nine boards each.
One area that Providence will need to
improve in if the team wants to win in the
Big East is turnovers. At halftime, the team
had already turned the ball over 11 times,
while compiling just eight assists. The sec
ond half was slightly better, as PC finished
with 16 turnovers along with 18 assists.
“Obviously turnovers were a big thing for
us,” said Welsh. “In the first half, we gave the
ball up way too much. ... We had 11
turnovers in the first half and I think they
overshadowed our good defensive play.”
After a 13-day layoff, the Friars will
open their regular season by taking part in

the inaugural Puerto Rico Tip-Off in San
Juan from Thursday, Nov. 15, through
Sunday, Nov. 19. The eight-team field in
the tourney includes teams from all of the
major conferences and features programs
that the Friars could face come NCAA
Tournament time in March.
The Friars will first face Temple at 2:30
p.m. on Nov. 15 and then either Arkansas
or College of Charleston on Friday, Nov.
16. They will wrap up the trip with a
Sunday game against one of three squads:
Virginia Commonwealth University,
Marist, or Miami. In addition to facing
teams that are likely to play in March
Madness, the Tip Off will give the Friars a
chance to prove themselves and build con
fidence on the road early in the season,
which is something the team struggled
with throughout last season.

Those 29 minutes add up to the team being
shorthanded for nearly a period and a half.
Four of Northeastern’s five goals came off
the power play.
“Tonight in the third period, we gave the
other team an unbelievable advantage try
ing to kill off a five-minute major penalty,”
said Deraney. “When it’s five on three,
that’s too much to ask of your teammates.”
The Friars proved tonight that they are
capable of scoring and playing some excit
ing contests; now if they can stay out of
penalty trouble, they should start to win
some games.
In other news this week, freshman goal
tender Jennifer Smith was named the
Hockey East Rookie of the Week for her
solid performance in the net against BC on
Tuesday, Oct. 30. In that game, Smith
allowed just two goals and made 23 saves.
Smith also started and took the loss against
Northeastern, allowing three goals and
making six saves.
Though the Friars have just one win thus
far, there are still many games left to be
played. Right now, PC needs to focus on
playing as a team and returning to the form
that brought it a win against Boston
College last week.
“We have to do the little things,” said
Tangredi. “The passing, the shooting,
avoiding penalties. That’s basically going
to be the goal for this week.”
The Friars will have the chance to go back
to the basics and try to redeem themselves
with two home games this weekend. The
Vermont Catamounts will visit Schneider
Arena on Saturday, Nov. 10, and Dartmouth
will come on Sunday, Nov. 11. Game time for
both matchups is at 2:00 p.m.
“We’ve got to get back to playing the
way we’re capable of playing,” said
Deraney. “We can’t give the other team
an advantage.”

FH: Falls in Big
East Title Game
Continued from back page

“Abby has been amazing for us all sea
son,” said coach Madl. “As a senior, she
performed her best on the highest stage
and made sure that we made it to the Big
East finals.”
The Friars would hold on to the 2-0
lead and win by that same score. The
win sent PC to the Big East title game
and gave sophomore goalkeeper Rachel
Chamberlain her fifth shutout of the
2007 season.
Unfortunately for the Friars, PC was
once again snubbed from the NCAA
championship tournament. Although they
finished second in the Big East and had a
top 20 ranking, they were left off of the
tournament bracket for the second straight
season. “It’s obviously very disappointing
for this to happen for the second year in a
row,” said coach Madl. “You have to
respect the committee’s decision and hope
fully we can be a part of the tournament
next year.”
With Coach Madl, the Friars are in good
hands and for Friar fans there will be plen
ty of success in the near future.

McPhail's Line-Up
THU RS, 11/8: Beer Tasting!! 9pm.
Come taste 12 different beers from around
the world. $5 per person. Proper ID
required.
FRI 11/9: Senior Semi w/ The Brink LIVE!
Seniors!! Come dance the night away with
your fellow classmates!

SAT 11/10: WildSide LIVE!! 9:30pm
They will be rockin’ your favorite Classic
Rock songs of the 80's all night long!!

Sports
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PC Tips Friar Booters Shut Out in First Round
Off 2008
Season
by

by

Erin Redihan ’08
Sports Editor

It’s November and basketball
is back in Providence. Well, kind
of.
The Providence College
Men’s Basketball Team played its
first exhibition game
MEN’S of the 2007-08 seaHOOPS son on Friday, Nov.
2, and while techni
cally it was a home game for the
Friars, the game against Carleton
University did not actually take
place in Providence. Since the
Dunkin Donuts Center, the Friars’
home floor is undergoing renova
tions, the team was forced to tip
off the season at the Ryan Center
on the University of Rhode Island
campus in Kingston.
“We felt very at home tonight,”
said Providence Head Coach Tim
Welsh about playing in the Ryan
Center. “I appreciate [URI] letting
us play here because of our situa
tion in Providence. We had a nice
crowd. I appreciate the fans that
made the trek down here. It was
good. I’m sure it will be a different
feeling when we come back here in
a month.” The Friars will face the
Rhode Island Rams at the Ryan
Center for the teams’ annual contest
on Tuesday, Dec. 4.
Despite the change in location,
the Friars made the most of the
home court advantage, beating
Ottawa’s Carleton University 8672. Welsh’s starting five was
missing two key faces from last
season: Herb Hill ’07—who is
now playing for the Philadelphia
76ers in the NBA— and junior
Sharaud Curry, sidelined with a
broken foot. Four juniors—Geoff
McDermott, Jonathan Kale,
Weyinmi Efejuku and transfer
Jeff Xavier—and sophomore
Dwain Williams took the floor to
start the game. Welsh substituted
frequently, using 12 players alto
gether, which could foreshadow a
lot of playing time for the bench
this season.
“To play the way we want to
play, we can’t play for 35 minutes,”
said Welsh. “We have to, as an
advantage, use our depth to try to
wear people down and cause some
turnovers, extend the defense, we
have to use some people.”
Carleton got on the board first
and the lead flip-flopped several
times in the opening 10 minutes,
but once the Friars went up 15-14 at
the 10:24 mark off a jumper from
Efejuku, they never looked back.
Efejuku, who was one of three
Friars to score in double figures,
added all 14 of his points in the first
half. He sparked a 14-3 run that put
PC on top 29-17, scoring nine
points in a span of four minutes.
Carleton would pull within seven
with six minutes to play in the half,
but that is as close as they could get.
The Friars took a 47-35 lead into
the locker room at halftime.
“I saw a lot of good things in the
first half, some high intensity on
defense,” said Welsh.
Providence really took control
HOOPS/Page21

Erin Redihan ’08
Sports Editor

For the first time all season, the
Providence College Men’s Soccer
Team played a do or die match. The
Friars knew going into its matchup
] with Cincinnati that
MEN
if they lost, the seaSOCCER son would likely be
over.
The Friars went into the Big
East Tournament first-round
game against Cincinnati on
Wednesday, Nov. 7, with a few
objectives. First, they needed a
win to keep up their hopes of
being selected to play in the
upcoming NCAA Tournament.
Also, the team was looking to
start a new win streak, after see
ing their five-game unbeaten
streak snapped against No. 20
West Virginia on Saturday, Nov.
3. Most importantly, the team
needed a win to ensure that their
season would continue beyond
playing the Bearcats.
The Friars did not play
Cincinnati during the regular sea
son; however, they had plenty of
postseason experience against the
Bearcats, having played them in
both the 2005 and 2006 Big East
Tournaments. Providence won
both of those contests by scores
of 2-1 and 2-0, respectively.
The Bearcats were riding a
three-game win streak entering
the tourney, having beaten Villa
nova, Michigan State, and Rut
gers. They were the fifth seed in
the Big East Red Division.

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Senior Alex Bury had one shot in the Friars’ loss to Cincinnati in
the first round of the Big East Tournament.

Though the Friars had never lost
to Cincinnati, it was the Bearcats
who would walk away with the win
while the Friars were left sitting on
the bench in disbelief, with the sen
iors wondering if they had played
their final match at Glay Field.
“We dominated the game and
lost,” said Providence Head
Coach Chaka Daley. “Soccer is
fun like that sometimes.”
Wednesday’s game was a
defensive battle early on, with no
shots taken taken by either team
until the 11-minute mark. Prov
idence made the first three

attempts on goal with no success.
Cincinnati’s first period goal
came off an odd play at 33:30.
Bearcat Kenny Anaba’s shot was
blocked; however, Providence
then knocked the ball into its own
goal to put Cincy up 1-0.
“Sometimes the momentum
doesn’t go your way,” said Daley.
Though the Friars went on to
outshoot the Bearcats 5-4 in the
frame, the 1-0 score would hold
up until halftime.
Defense again reigned through
the first 45 minutes of the second
half. But Anaba’s shot at the

86:21 mark would find its way
past Providence goaltender, jun
ior Timothy Murray, into the left
comer of the net. The goal—
Anaba’s 10th of the season—
would put the match out of reach
for PC. Cincinnati left the field
with a 2-0 win and a date in the
quarterfinals with DePaul on
Saturday, Nov. 10.
All the Friars can do now is wait
and see if their season is over. The
NCAA Tournament bids will be
announced on Monday, Nov. 19.
“It is hard to believe that we
would be among the top teams
considered for the NCAAs based
on my experience on the selec
tion committee,” Daley said after
the loss.
The team wrapped up the regu
lar season—and fourth place in
the Big East Blue Division—with
a 3-0 loss at West Virginia. The
two teams were scoreless for
most of the opening frame. Then
Mountaineer Andy Wright put
WVU up 1-0 in the 39th minute
with his fifth goal of 2007.
Although the 1-0 deficit
Providence faced at halftime was
did not seem insurmountable, the
Friars could not take advantage
of their scoring chances. The
Mountaineers, on the other hand,
scored off a comer kick in the
61st minute and put the game
away with a Paul Paradise goal
with four minutes to play.
The Mountaineer defense sti
fled the Friars all night, allowing
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Friars Advance to Big East Championship
Dan Ollquist ’10
Asst. Sports Editor

by

Another successful season has
passed, but unfortunately for the
Providence College Field Hockey
Team, history has repeated itself.
Just a year ago the
FIELD Friars entered the
HOCKEY Big East tourna
ment with a Top 20
ranking and came up short in the
tournament finals. This season,
PC again entered tournament
play as a nationally ranked pro
gram and once again couldn’t
outlast their opponent in the Big
East championship contest.
The championship match took
place on Sunday, Nov. 4, in
Syracuse, N.Y., and pitted the
20th ranked Friars against the 4th
ranked Huskies of UConn.
Connecticut dominated the Big
East during the regular season,
but the Friars refused to give in
in the Big East title match.
On Saturday, Nov. 3, the Friars
got off to a hot start in tourna
ment play. Taking on the 11th
ranked Louisville Cardinals, the
Friars came out early and took
control of the game’s momentum.
Strong defense has been a staple
of the Friars all season, and in the
first half the PC defense showed
up in a big way. Senior defense
man Michalagh Stoddard and
junior defenseman Jessica Lane
stifled the potent Connecticut
attack and held the Huskies to
just four shots on goal during the
first half.
The Friars also did not allow a
single penalty comer, which
helped sophomore and Big East
goalkeeper of the year Rachel
Chamberlain keep UConn off the
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Sophomore goalie Rachel Chamberlain recorded five shutouts,
including a 2-0 win over Louisville in the Big East semifinals.

scoreboard for the first 35 min
utes. Unfortunately for PC, the
Connecticut defense matched the
Friars’ intensity. Providence was
also held to just four shots, none
of which found the back of the
cage.
“UConn is an incredibly talent
ed team,” said head coach Diane
Madl. “We matched their intensi
ty in the first half and showed
them that we belonged in the Big
East title game.”
The second half of play mir
rored the first half actions. Both
teams refused to give in and held

their
ground
defensively.
UConn, however, started to
accumulate many more scoring
opportunities. As opposed to the
first half when they were able to
get just four shots off, the
Huskies recorded 12 shots in the
second frame. They controlled
the pace and tempo of play in the
second half, but the Friars kept
themselves in it by playing off
adrenaline and emotion.
“UConn out-performed us in
almost every statistical catego
ry,” noted Madl. “We played

with a competitive passion and
spirit that any coach would be
proud of.”
As the game waned into the
final minutes, the score stayed
deadlocked at 0-0, but momen
tum was on Connecticut’s side.
Finally with 2:50 remaining, the
Huskies found the back of the
cage, breaking the scoreless tie
once and for all. UConn held on
to their 1-0 lead for the remainder
of the game and captured their
second consecutive Big East title.
“This is obviously disappoint
ing for us,” said coach Madl.
“However, we cannot hang our
heads. We played our hearts out
and have established ourselves as
a contender in the Big East.”
Not to be forgotten was the
Friars’ performance against the
llth-ranked Louisville Cardinals
just a day earlier. PC dropped a
tough 2-1 game to the Cardinals
earlier this season and sought to
avenge their loss at the Big East
tourney. Just like the UConn
game, the first half of play didn’t
feature any goals. Both defenses
fed off the energy of the tourna
ment crowd and halted any sort of
offensive attack.
In the second half, Providence
finally got its attack in sync.
Senior Abby Maguire broke the
scoreless tie in the 49th minute
when she scored off an assist
from sophomore Nellie Poulin to
put the Friars ahead 1-0. 17 min
utes later, Maguire would add her
second goal of the game to give
the Friars a 2-0 advantage.
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